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October 28, 2008Plan Commission Meeting Minutes

CALLED TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Mr. Lou Stephens, at 7:00 p.m.

Commissioner Jacobs; Commissioner Dzierwa; Commissioner Aubin; 

Commissioner Stephens; Commissioner Thompson, Commissioner Parisi

Present: 6 - 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairman Stephens entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the October 

14, 2008 Plan Commission Meeting as presented.

A motion was made by Commissioner Paul Aubin, seconded by 

Commissioner Steve Dzierwa, that this matter be APPROVED.  The 

motion CARRIED by the following vote:

Commissioner Jacobs,  Commissioner Dzierwa,  Commissioner Aubin,  

Commissioner Stephens and Commissioner Parisi

Aye: 5 - 

Nay: 0   

Commissioner ThompsonAbstain: 1 - 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2008-0622 Land Development Code Amendments

(Satellite Dishes and Wireless Communication Facilities)

STEPHENS:  Entertained a motion from the Plan Commissioners.

DZIERWA:   Moved to accept as findings of fact of this Plan Commission, the 

findings of fact set forth in this Staff Report dated October 28, 2008 and moved  to 

continue file number 2008-0622, Land Development Code Amendments (Satellite 

Dishes and Wireless Communication Facilities) to the November 11, 2008 Plan 

Commission meeting.

AUBIN:  Second.

A motion was made by Commissioner Steve Dzierwa, seconded by 

Commissioner Paul Aubin, that this matter be CONTINUED to the Plan 

Commission, due back on 11/11/2008.  The motion CARRIED by the 

following vote:

Commissioner Jacobs,  Commissioner Dzierwa,  Commissioner Aubin,  

Commissioner Stephens,  Commissioner Thompson and Commissioner 

Parisi

Aye: 6 - 

Nay: 0   

2008-0422 Wolf Point Plaza

Bill Hennessy, Attorney, 221 N. LaSalle Street, represent the petitioner, 

                        Wolfe Point Plaza, LLC

Charles Markopoulos, Akton Realty Corporation, petitioner, Wolfe Point Plaza, 

LLC
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Steve Kudwa, Knoche Engineering, Civil Engr, 24 N. Bennett Street. Geneva, IL

Wayne Marth, Architect representing Arcline Associates, responsible for the 

                         design of  the two restaurant buildings,

FLOM:  Staff presentation made in accordance with the written Staff Report dated 

October 28, 2008 as presented.

STEPHENS:  Invited comments and/or questions from the petitioner.

AUBIN:  Swore in Messrs. Hennessy, Markopoulos, Kudwa and Marth.

HENNESSY:  I will be brief as this is primarily a session for the architect and the 

engineer and the owner to weigh in on.  We recognize that this is a work in 

progress.  We have been meeting with the Village Staff on numerous occasions.  

We made substantial progress together and we are interested tonight in the 

community’s/neighborhood’s reaction to the development project and we 

understand how the process works.  We are available to answer any questions.  

KUDWA:  It will probably be easier to do more of a Q&A.  As usual, Mrs. Flom has 

done an excellent job in outlining the project.  From a civil engineering point of 

view, I have nothing more to add, however, will definitely be available for 

questions.

MARTH:  As the architect, I will answer questions from the audience, some of 

whom may not be aware of some of the substantial changes that have been made 

architecturally to the plan.  The developer has eliminated over 20,000 square feet 

of retail to reduce the intensity and increase the amount of pervious area on the 

site and increase landscaping and detention so that we can pull the BMW 

dealership further to the west to allow for better isolation of the wetlands and to 

increase detention area also so that we can increase more of the landscaping 

with the residential to the north.  The buildings have been moved away from the 

residential. We had a large strip center that was located between the BMW and 

the outlots which would have put buildings closer to the residential.  We did get the 

report from Staff on their latest comments after we had already delivered drawings 

for this meeting.  We have taken them all into consideration and everything is on 

the table and still we want to work with Staff on achieving many of the 

recommendations they made in their most recent report.  We are here to take 

questions from the audience; things that they take of importance from Staff’s 

report and we certainly propose to come back with an improved plan for the final 

presentation to the Plan Commission that satisfies both the Staff and as many of 

the consisderations that we hear from the audience tonight.  

MARKOPOULOS:  Thanked Mrs. Flom and the Staff for working with them to 

bring them to this point.  We are here to answer any questions there may be.

STEPHENS:  Invited comments and/or questions from public.
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AUBIN:  Swore in Carl Tallon.

TALLON, resides at 15740 Shire Drive:   We moved to Orland Park because of 

what it stands for; it has gotten even better since we moved here.  This 

neighborhood has developed into a beautiful neighborhood.  We were one of the 

first houses here.  I am right next to the development on that west corner – the 

most affected by this.  When we moved here, we were told by our builder that it 

was residential and that it would be a cul-de-sac.  Also, behind me, Dr. Morande’s 

property is residential, but the corner would be commercial.  We were okay with 

that.  We bought into that.  I was happy with that – the location was good.  I did not 

want to be in Oak Lawn or anywhere like that.  I didn’t want to be where the 

congestion was.  This was a dream come true for my wife and I.  The 

neighborhood has grown.  We have 200-some families in this whole 

neighborhood.  We have a park there.  We have amenities that are great for 

residential.  We have wetlands; ponds; the open areas; the park; curving street; 

etc.  The wetlands extend into this commercial development.  These are amenities 

that are great for residential.  I think you can understand that.  For commercial they 

seem more of a nuisance.  This area lends itself to residential or residential-type 

construction.  This is what we all planned on.  The road going through, for the 

safety of our community and this neighborhood and that park that we are on, just 

does not make sense.  We were always told it would become a cul-de-sac – that it 

would extend out further to the south of Shire Drive and become a cul-de-sac.  As 

other communities were developed – you have Glen Lake Road which just 

seemed to be a perfect connection – from Glen Lake Road to Shire Drive and that 

whole area becoming residential.   We found out about this development coming 

across and that changes the whole look of things.  Pointed out that when we heard 

about the commercial development, we weren’t too awfully worried about it until 

we saw the plans.   If you go on any sort of MapQuest or equivalent website and 

view Orland Park, I’ve counted only six houses that Orland Park has allowed a 

commercial development to go next to it.  These houses often times are in 

commercial designated areas. There are a couple that have very large lots that 

separate them so I can see how that was allowed to happen.  You have about 20 

houses – two locations somewhere between eight-and-ten houses affected where 

a commercial development is behind the houses (such as behind the current 

BMW and the Lexus dealership).  There is no buffer zone there.  In general, when 

you get on these sites, you see what a great job the Commissioners have done 

and the Village Officials in organizing Orland Park.  It is great.  It is a good job.  I 

expected the same would happen here so I was not too alarmed until I saw what 

we are getting.  I have a brother who lives at 179th and Wolf Road, right behind the 

new Jewel.  With that berm there, you cannot tell there is a Jewel back there – 

when you stand in my brother’s backyard.  I thought we might see something like 

that coming, however, that is not what I see on these plans.  I’m concerned 

because we have specific issues here.  We have sight lines.  You stand on any of 

our front yards or in our street and look out toward that direction – we are going to 

see that elevation of that dealership.  That really is the issue here – that 
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dealership.  In regard to the corner, we kind of expected that and we were already 

warned of that being commercial and that made sense.  We have an issue with 

the street going through because of the safety and we have an issue of the sight 

lines.  What we are going to see, especially from my house.  If you have high-end 

housing, that usually breaks into other types of housing – multi-family, etc. -- and 

then commercial.  If it goes right to commercial, there is usually a vast space 

separating it.  The dealership has a car wash.  I’ve been to their current 

dealership.  It does make noise.  I hear the car wash on Wolf Road, about 400 feet 

from my house.  We hear it through our open windows in the morning in our 

bedroom.  You can hear it at night too.  This one, being approximately 120 feet to 

130 feet from our house, we will hear that noise from their car wash and driers.  If 

you’ve seen the back of the property, there is very little of the elevation of the car 

dealership – there is very little architectural amenities put into that.  You have two 

dumpsters, you have overhead doors.  This is a service area that is going to affect 

us.  You have test drivers.  Right now the current BMW dealership backs up to 

houses.  They are not connected to that dealership directly.  It is a closed road.  

There is one official there who lives behind there who has said that that is an issue 

with the test drivers in the neighborhood.  That person lives directly behind one of 

the two car dealerships.    In regard to light pollution, I know we have codes in that 

regard.  I know they get stretched.  I remedied that by putting in a conifer shield on 

a berm.  Now with this dealership, I know for marketing purposes and service and 

security, they need certain lighting and from my proximity to that space, I will get 

flood-in light as will my neighbors close to me.  The two biggest issues here are 

the aesthetics of our street and home values.  That is the problem that we see with 

the dealership.  The street is a safety issue for our kids.  Our street is curved, 

downhill, has a 90-degree turn – this does not make sense for thru traffic.  

Safety-wise it is one of the worst things you can have.  You have 200 families 

serviced by that park used by kids regularly.  You have a hill on both sides of that 

park, sharp turns coming into this.  This just does not make sense.  I ask that the 

Plan Commissioners please drive down to the end of our street, take a look at 

what we are talking about; take a look at our sight lines.  Right now that land is low.  

I’m sure it will be built up in order to get the proper drainage for the retention 

ponds.  So we are looking at a 24- or 27-foot- high building.  The property itself will 

be slightly below our road level for the flood control but the foundation of the 

building will probably be at the elevation of our house.  Please drive down our 

street and envision that building out there.  It will take one heck of some type of 

landscaping to try and block that view.  We knew the corner was going to be 

commercial.  The other portion we thought was going to remain residential.  If you 

notice, Dr. Morande’s land – the drive coming out on Wolf road encroached about 

20 feet onto his land.  He hasn’t been contacted about that; no one has talked to 

him; he is not happy about that.  He has contacted his lawyer about that.  That has 

to be corrected.

STEPHENS:  Is he [Dr. Morande] here?

TALLON:  No, he is out-of-town (Wisconsin) but will be back tomorrow.
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STEPHENS:  Noted that this is conceptual; hasn’t been approved.  

TALLON:  This is the second plan this has showed up on.

STEPHENS:  This may not be the final plan.  

TALLON:  The comment that the Shire Drive connection was always intended to 

be connected and run through -- that is not what we heard.  I’ve never seen 

anything that said it had to go through.  There is nothing that says it can’t be a 

cul-de-sac or turn to the east and come back into Glen Lakes Road.  There are 

other possibilities for that Shire Drive.  The street that goes along side my 

property which is Shire when it makes the right hand turn – in the beginning you 

have room for a sidewalk if you wanted to keep the sidewalk but then it 

disappears as you get toward the end of my property.  First of all, I don’t like the 

lack of space there or the amount of traffic that will be on the side of my house 

there.  I take issue with that.  So it is a street proximity issue to mine and Peggy’s 

house.  There is a mention about outside seating.  For those drive throughs and 

for what is set up there, I don’t think it is going to be much of a benefit to what is 

being proposed there.  

STEPHENS:  Summarized Mr. Tallon’s comments:  (1) you talked about the 

cul-de-sac and  Shire Drive and a connection; (2) areas of commercial 

development behind houses; (3) a berm like the one behind a Jewel; (4) you have 

an issue with a dealership; (5) street safety – thru traffic; (6) who would use this 

street; (7) noise factor from the dealership and car wash; (8) test drive issue; (8) 

light pollution; (9) aesthetics of the street and home values.  Does that summarize 

it?

TALLON:   Yes.

AUBIN:  Swore in Kirk Hartley.

HARTLEY, resides at 11024 Paddick Court, just down the street from the various 

people you see here: I just want to make some broader picture points.  First, we 

are very disappointed with this process.  We are told there is an effort here to be 

cooperative.  We did not find out about this  until last Friday.  That is very 

disappointing from the perspective of not getting a lot of help from our city. It is 

also disappointing because Mr. Hennessey’s office is only a few blocks from 

mine.  When this all started, I called, I e-mailed, I said I would send a messenger 

over – that we would like to see the plans and know what is going on.  We haven’t 

even received the courtesy of a reasonable advanced notice and yet they stand 

here and tell us they want to cooperate.  There has been no cooperation to date.  

They haven’t given you justification for any of the many variances they want.  Why 

do we need this project?  We don’t.  Kitty corner from here is a Walgreens.  It will 

be cannibalized by CVS.  We’ve already had a Walgreens fail there in Orland 
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Park on LaGrange.  It wasn’t very impressive.  We have plenty of fast food in the 

area, across the corner.  McDonald’s; a 7-11 that used to be a White Hen.  The 

BMW dealership – we can drive down the road and get there.  He already has a 

perfectly fine dealership.  There is no justification offered for making any exception 

here.  Now let us look at the area.  This part of 159th Street is very narrow; it is 

overburdened as the conduit from 355 to the mall.  Why on earth would we want to 

add four drive thru’s, a car dealership that will distract drivers visually, and all of the 

traffic.  Now, think about this intersection.  It is already a big problem because to 

the west is a development that has a 7-11, a cleaners, a liquor store, a lighting 

store, a car wash, a nail shop, etc.  To get out of that commercial development 

west of Wolf, north of 159th, and get out onto Wolf southbound, is tremendously 

difficult already.  Now add a bunch of traffic coming out on the other side, you have 

a recipe for more accidents.  Also, 159th is already terribly overburdened trying to 

take the increased flow between 355 and LaGrange Road.  We’ve had to go 

through the rather horrible but necessary process of seeing 159th expanded to 

serve the mall.  What are we going to do when you guys try and deal with this and 

expand Wolf.  You have four in and outs.  Why do we want more drive thru’s in an 

age of $4.50 or $3.50 per gallon gas or whatever it is going to be.  I don’t think this 

is something you want to encourage.  They say maybe they will put in a little green 

technology?  That is not a plus.  We don’t need this building.  From an 

environmental perspective, why do we want this?   I live down stream, if you will, 

from this project and I have a pond behind my house that ties in with this set of 

water ways.  With the rain we experienced this summer, the pond was higher than I 

had ever seen it.  Why would we want to cover up, with asphalt, another huge area 

that is well above our level and no doubt send it all draining back into the ponds 

that are east of me and is where the water flows.  This creates real issues.  We 

had our streets flooded six-to-seven weeks ago for the first time in I don’t know 

how long.  Literally, the intersection was flooded in our neighborhood.  Why hasn’t 

this issue been addressed?  We are talking about wetlands here being 

encroached.  We haven’t heard from any of these people, any justification for 

doing any of this.  They are the people here asking for exceptions from the general 

rule.  They haven’t offered even one reason why Orland Park needs any of this.  

STEPHENS:  We’ll ask that question.

HARTLEY:  That would be a great question and I hope the answer is something 

other than tax revenue because if that is the answer, then the answer is to find 

another site for the BMW dealership.  The old Andrew Corporation facility already 

has immense amounts of parking, lights, there is nothing there that would be 

impeded if you put it in the right spot.  There is more land south of 159th between 

LaGrange and 108th that is not developed – it wouldn’t impede upon any 

residential lots to go and buy some land there.  Also, talking about a need -- 

Chase Bank – we already have a Chase Bank just off of LaGrange Road and at 

this intersection we already have two more banks.  There certainly is no other 

need for a bank here.  Overall, they have shown a burden and they certainly 

haven’t been cooperative. That is the fundamental point.  If they had come to us 
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and proposed berms and tried to do something really impressive in a reasonable, 

limited approach, and if we had the benefit of seeing Staff Reports, being involved 

and getting the courtesy of some communication, there might be reason to think 

that this could be worked out.  That has not been offered.  We’ve tried everything 

we can.  People had to come down here Friday and scramble around to get things 

done.  I had to give up my kids soccer game because I had no notice of what was 

going on to be here tonight.  There has been no courtesy or cooperation or 

anything that might indicate that these would be good people to do business with.  

I think you need to put the burden on them to justify the many, many variances they 

are asking for.  Thank you.  

AUBIN:  Swore in Laura Murphy.

MURPHY, resides at 15700 Shire Drive – six houses off of this development:  I 

have four children who play at the park every day.  They go in the street when I tell 

them not to go in the street.  If they are out in the street and they connect with the 

BMW dealership, there will be a fatality in this neighborhood.  I can almost 

guarantee it.  At any given time, at any day, drive down these streets.  Drive down 

Equestrian; Shennandoah; Shire – and there will be little children in the streets.  

We have over 200 families with, on average, three children per household.  Not 

the typical 1.5 in America.  There are probably 500 children, grandchildren, 

nephews, nieces who use this park.  It is a double-sided park.  Children enter it 

from our subdivision; from Somer Glen South; Somer Glen; from Ashburn Sound; 

and from Fawn Creek.  They all use this park.  They will be going down these 

streets on a daily basis.  If we have a dealership which is bizarre to me, at the end 

of our street , these vehicles will be coming down at high rates of speed.  We all 

know that.  No matter how many signs you put up; no matter how many signs we 

threaten with; this will happen.  I see these visual aids.  I have a couple pictures  

(Exhibit I) that I would like to share if that is possible.  Shared with the Plan 

Commissioners, pictures of the area taken from the front yard of her neighbors’ 

house (the Tallon’s) who lives right next to the development.   From that vantage 

point, she took pictures of her own home with her children in  front of her home and 

pictures of the park there.  This shows how close this will be.  Noted the streets in 

front of the park are curved.  It is unbelievable to think of a dealership this close.  

We know that if one dealership goes in here, more will follow.  In my life time, I’ve 

never seen one isolated dealership.  I grew up near Western Avenue in Chicago.  I 

know what happens.  We will have one, two, three, ten, down 159th Street 

between LaGrange Road and Bell Road. Is this what we are driving for in Orland 

Park.  This is across the street from Meadow Ridge School, from Century School; 

we are kitty corner from the Sportsplex.  There are children coming off on buses.  It 

is bus city on a daily basis.  It is beyond any reasonable planning to put a 

dealership in this location.  With all of this vacant land and in this economy, that we 

cannot come up with a better location.  It is irresponsible.  I cannot stress just how 

terrified I am to think of having thru streets at this location with a car dealership at 

the end of my block.  As Carl mentioned, please take a drive down our streets.  

Presented a petition with over 140 names (Exhibit 1).
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AUBIN:  Swore in Justin Allen.

ALLEN, resides at 15703 Glenlake Drive:  My wife and I moved out from the city a 

couple years ago to get away from the congestion and everything, to find a home 

that was across the street from a park that does not have a lot of congestion or 

traffic coming thru.  In addition to what everyone else has said, has BMW been 

given approval for this dealership yet?  

STEPHENS:  We’ll ask that question.

ALLEN:  If they have, that is something that should be submitted in writing to the 

rest of us here that BMW is behind this as well as the rest of the development.  Our 

biggest problem with this is the amount of traffic that will be coming thru our 

subdivision with our kids.   Pointed out that there is an elementary school (159th 

and 108th) a block-and-a-half away and my children will be getting ready to go to 

school there soon.   

AUBIN:  Swore in Liz Gorman.

GORMAN, resides at 10834 Carolyn Court, Ashburn Sound:   My comments will 

be brief since the neighbors basically pointed out all the points.  I was first 

contacted about this because it is my neighborhood.  I am here actually as a 

concerned citizen, not as County Commissioner.  I had stopped by here and 

asked if there was anything I could do.  I had indicated to the neighbors that this is 

a Village issue since the property in question is annexed.  Cook County really only 

has jurisdiction, just for the edification of some of the people here, of the 

unincorporated areas.  Speaking on this I realized this is a difficult decision and 

will not come to a vote tonight.

STEPHENS:  Not tonight.

GORMAN:   With this not coming to a vote tonight, hopefully they will take this 

whole concept off the table.  In realizing that in difficult decisions, whether it is an 

economic issue of interest to the Village which is favorable always to the Village 

with the type of revenue it does bring, however, the same type of neighbor did 

state that there are other places, probably more favorable, to do this dealership.  

On the other side of the scale is to maintain the quality of life for our community of 

which I do favor.  It has been built up to be a very unique area.  The park is 

definitely an issue.  Without going over all the safety concerns already raised; the 

lack of communication of this development to our neighborhood is definitely an 

issue; and the aesthetics.  The only thing I can add is to please put me down for 

one of each of the complaints stated here tonight.  But also the speaker system 

needs to be added to that list of concerns  as I think it will have a negative impact 

to the area around it. As you know, they have loud speaker systems in the service 

area.  That will definitely be a negative to the residents.  
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STEPHENS:  That is a point we haven’t heard yet.

GORMAN:  I know with the difficult decisions I have to make in my capacity, when 

weighing the decisions, if I can just add without any kind of insult – I always ask 

who it will help, and who it will hurt.  If we can weigh out those decisions I think we 

would be helping the community by not going forth with this plan.  I definitely think 

that the neighbors and the voices here definitely outweigh anything that the 

dealership could bring forth.  In regard to the revenue this could bring to the 

Village, I do agree with the one resident who spoke that the revenue does not 

outweigh what our generous subdivision brings in property taxes to the Village.  I 

appreciate Carl and Peggy Tallon being here this evening.  They are the ones who 

definitely will be impacted along with the children.  Thank you.

AUBIN:  Swore in Jeff Olson.

OLSON, resides at  15724 Shire Drive:  My wife and I moved out here for the 

children.  That is the only reason we moved out here.  If this road goes through, 

that access road, you will have a heck of a time.  Each one of you on the Plan 

Commission should take a drive on a Saturday or Sunday because the kids are in 

school today.  There was no one out there tonight – it is getting cold out.  During 

the summer time it is a wonderful place for children.  I don’t know of another place 

in Orland Park like it.  Recognize what you are doing.  If you put that road in, 

somebody is going to have a problem.  The Board that I am looking at right now 

needs to take that responsibility because if this thing gets railroaded through…

AUBIN:  …thank you very much for your comments.  Thank you.

AUBIN:  Swore in Connie Brobst.

BROBST, resides at 10903 Somer Lane:  Asked everyone to consider that when 

there is a thru street that opens up and turns into an avenue for our children to have 

to walk to Century and Meadow Ridge schools, it does not look like it would be 

very safe for my third grader, fourth grader, fifth grader, sixth grader, seventh 

grader, eighth grader to walk thru there to go to school.  Once you are within a mile 

and a half of the school, you then have to walk to school when sidewalks and 

streets open.  So I hope you consider that when thinking about opening that street.  

Thank you.

STEPHENS:  Asked the petitioner to respond to the foregoing comments.

MARKOPOLOUS:  We want to work with the Plan Commissioners and we want to 

work with the Village residents.  Obviously, this is a work in progress.  This is a 

concept plan.  It is bordered by two commercial arterial streets and we are trying 

to minimize as much of the traffic and congestion as we possibly can.  We 

eliminated the access roads coming off of 159th directly north as much as we can.  
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We channel most of the traffic on an east-west plane going from east of the site, 

west toward Wolf Road.  We will be working with the Village, with the Staff and try 

to minimize and address most of the concerns made here this evening.  

STEPHENS:  Asked Mr.Markopolous how long he has been working with the 

Staff.  

MARKOPOLOUS:  Since March or April.

STEPHENS:  Asked Mr. Markopolous if he has anything to say to address the 

comments just heard here this evening; for one, has BMW approved this site?

MARKOPOLOUS:   Yes, BMW has approved this site.  We will work with BMW to 

channel all of the traffic along 159th to Wolf Road. We will attempt to keep, as 

much as we can, all the commercial, deliveries, and all the vehicular traffic, the 

services, the BMW, from 159th and not use the side street that will be connecting 

with Shire.

STEPHENS:  That is not much of a guarantee.  What about noise and things of 

that nature?  You have a long way to go here.

MARKOPOLOUS:  Like I said, we are going to be working with Staff to try and 

fine tune it.

STEPHENS:  Asked Staff – there was a comment made with regard to notice and 

non-cooperation from the petitioner.  Has public notice been sent out?

FLOM:  The petitioner has submitted affidavits and copies of the notice he sent to 

the residents within 250 feet per our code standards.  The notices were actually 

sent a number of times as this project has come before the Plan Commission 

previously and continued to this time.  We can double-check the address of that 

resident to see if it was within or beyond the 250 feet.  

STEPHENS:  That was Mr. Hartley and he resides at 11024 Paddack Court.  

Would you check that please?

FLOM:  Of course.

HARTLEY:  Stated that regardless of formal notice, if this is really a cooperative 

effort, there should be additional cooperation and that has not occurred.  We have 

been monitoring this since the formal notice in the fall.  We meaning, Laura and 

Peggy and others. We didn’t find out about this until Laura made the effort on 

Friday to come down and check on what was going on.  Apparently, someone on 

your Staff was off on vacation and so perhaps something slipped through the 

cracks.  However, I personally contacted Mr. Hennessey at the start and said I am 

blocks away, I’m a lawyer, I’ll pick up the stuff, I can distribute it to my neighbors; 
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please send it my way.  I have never received the courtesy of a returned 

communication.  They say this is the beginning of a process. My point is this.  A 

process is a two-way street.  They are not inviting us to participate.  They are 

trying to move without us.  I think you need to weigh that in your deliberations.  If 

there is good faith, informal cooperation and real movement, that is one thing.  

When it is not present, that is another thing regardless of formal rules.  

STEPHENS:  From what I understand there was proper notification sent out.  It 

was on the agenda for the meeting two weeks ago.  From what I understand, Staff 

made attempts to call the people to let them know it was continued to this date.  

Asked Staff if his understanding is correct.

FLOM:  Yes.

STEPHENS:  So your complaint is not with the Staff.  Your complaint is not with 

the notice.  Your complaint apparently is that you feel that the petitioner is making 

no effort to meet with you and cooperate with you.  Is that correct?

HARTLEY:  As I understand it, Laura had at least an oral commitment that Staff 

would let her know if there were changes and that did not happen until Friday.  

Like I said, apparently a person named Karie who has been honchoing this for the 

city was out on vacation and so perhaps something slipped through the cracks.  I 

cannot speak to that personally.  Laura can.  However, informal communication 

always exists and in this age of e-mail they could send off a plan in PDF form to 

any one of us and we could get it around to our neighbors and we could have been 

ready to have even more people here.  From my city, I expect better.  I spend a lot 

of money in taxes and so does everyone else.  I don’t come here asking you very 

often for anything and indeed never.  I expect better.  As we’ve seen in this 

campaign, I think it is time for citizens to stand up and say I expect better.  And I do 

expect better.  I expect good informal communication.  If I don’t get it I know what 

my remedies are. 

 

STEPHENS:  Asked Staff if proper notification has been given in accordance with 

our codes?

FLOM:   Yes.  We do always encourage petitioners to engage nearby residents as 

well, especially in projects that are adjacent to single-family homes.  We are 

always available via phone or e-mail.  I would have been happy to e-mail the plans 

to anyone had anyone given me a call.  

STEPHENS:  Has there been informal notification like the gentleman has 

suggested – cooperation from our Staff?

FLOM:  I knew that Karie had been talking to Laura about the project.  I met Laura 

for the first time on Friday when she stopped in.  No one had called me.  I know 

that some people had called other people in the Village.  
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STEPHENS:  How long has it been since we had this new plan?

FLOM:  We received the paper copies of the new plan on Thursday afternoon – 

approximately 3:30 p.m. this past Thursday.  

STEPHENS:  I think there has been proper notification.  Told Mr. Hartley that his 

comment in regard to that – maybe it is possible that some of you folks could call 

the Village and find out.

MURPHY:   I’ve been following this for over four years.  I’ve e-mailed as far back to 

Cook County when it was Cook County  property.  I have e-mails from different 

trustees trying to find out information in regard to this property.  I have personally 

called Mr. Markopolous three years ago when I saw the first sign go up in order to 

find out what was going on.  I had to actually act like a sleuth because as I called 

and said I was a resident there, I got nothing.  As far a cooperation,  last week was 

the first time I met Mrs. Flom and she was very helpful.  As far as the plans go on 

this particular property, I believe the first meeting was scheduled for October 14th 

but was delayed because the developer had not given proper notification.  I would 

have liked to have gotten more people.  

STEPHENS:  Reiterated the fact that this will not be acted on this evening.

STEPHENS:  Suggested to Mr. Markopolous that he maybe get a little more 

cooperative with the residents around there. It would not be a bad idea to have a 

meeting – a get together with the residents in regard to their plan.  

MARKOPOULOS:  A well placed suggestion.  As Mrs. Flom mentioned, this is 

obviously a project we have been trying to put together which was delivered to her, 

almost at the last minute.  Our Staff was working diligently the last two weeks trying 

to meet these deadlines.  This is the first time we have actually been able to 

present this in public – its debut, if you will.  We’ve had nothing really to share until 

this point.  Henceforth, we will be happy to meet with the residents, with Staff, and 

try to work out some of these issues.

STEPHENS:  Directing his comments to Mrs. Flom, noted the comment that Shire 

Drive was a connection.  Mr. Tallon commented that his builder made a statement 

that it would be a future cul-de-sac and Shire Drive was always slated to connect 

to some other street.  Asked Mrs. Flom to address that.

FLOM:  I am not aware of any previously approved plans on this property.  I don’t 

know whether or not there were any plans for an approved cul-de-sac.  When a 

road extends to a property line, the intent is that it is connected to a road in the 

future. 

STEPHENS:  Thank you, Mrs. Flom.  That is good enough.
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STEPHENS:   Invited comments and/or questions from the Plan Commissioners.

PARISI:  Obviously, there is a lot of work to be done.  There are a lot of 

understandable emotions here.  We are not here to discuss the architectural 

aesthetics of the building – we’re not even there yet.  That was not the intention of 

this meeting.  As Staff indicated, they just received these revisions and we just 

received them ourselves this weekend.  Noted he is slightly taken aback by a 

comment made this evening about railroading this through.  That is not what the 

Plan Commission does.  I take exception to that comment.  We are not a rubber 

stamp committee up here charged to get anything through. Our actions in the past 

have demonstrated that. This is the first time we got to see these plans.  We are 

here to do the best we can; what is best for the Village.  Noted to Staff that this 

land originally was annexed as a low intensity residential piece of land.  Asked for 

a bit of the logic that goes into rezoning from what was once considered low 

intensity to this project.  I also have some reservations about a car dealership 

being where it is proposed.  One of the people from the public tonight suggested 

using the Andrew Corporation land.  Realistically, there is a lot of difference 

between 153rd Street and 159th Street which is a main arterial street.  That does 

not mean there aren’t a lot of other locations.  But please help me out with my one 

question about the logic.  It was something that was originally zoned low intensity.  

What goes into these decisions?

SULLIVAN:  The Comprehensive Plan is a guide that designated certain areas 

with land uses.  It is a guide for the Village Board to follow and it is a policy 

decision if they want to follow that or change something.  One example from a few 

years ago is the Jewel at 179th Street (mentioned earlier).  That was actually 

designated for residential back then too.  The neighborhood there wanted the 

Jewel there.  That area really suffered from a lack of retail facilities and had to 

travel far to get to one.  That is an example where they did change it because it 

was on two busy streets – Wolf and 179th – and they changed it to a commercial 

use.  In this particular case, the Village did not go out requesting commercial use 

here.  The developer came to us with this proposal.  In fact, as mentioned earlier, 

there was great concern by the Village of what was going to happen through 

unincorporated Cook County earlier and that is why the Village forced annexed it – 

so that the Village would have some control over it.  That is why we are here today.  

As far as that designation, that is what was put into the Comprehensive Plan, 

many years ago.  It is a busy corner as some of the residents mentioned.  There 

was some commercial likely to go there.  It is not a clear cut thing.  There was an 

expectation that there would be proper buffering and transitioning to the 

single-family homes and that was brought up a number of times.  That is the main 

thing that we try to look at.  As the petitioner mentioned earlier, their first proposal 

had basically the back of a brick wall and service area against the property line 

almost.  Obviously, that is not acceptable.  We are trying to get that changed and 

make it work for everybody.
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TURLEY:  Added that the E-1 zoning that exists now is estate residential, 

however, the land was forced-annexed which automatically goes into E-1 Estate 

Residential category, kind of as a holding category so that current zoning does not 

necessarily mean that that was the intent.  

PARISI:  Thank you.  I asked that as much for the sake of everyone here to hear 

that as well.  Obviously, we are not going to resolve anything here this evening.  

There is a lot of work to be done; a lot of discussions to be had; and I defer to my 

fellow Plan Commissioners to hear their comments.

THOMPSON:  I concur with my fellow Commissioner and I can sympathize with the 

residents.  I don’t like the idea of the Shire Drive which just seems not to work.  I 

have a problem with the BMW with the car wash.  If I lived there, I would be 

concerned about the noise and the lighting.  I agree with what a lot of you had 

concerns with.  I have concerns with the retail area – the CVS. I believe there is a 

CVS on 143rd and Wolf.  There is a Walgreens at 179th and Wolf.  There is a 

Walgreens at 159th and Wolf.  How many pharmacies do we need in a short 

area?  That concerns me.  Another bank?  That concerns me.  As you know, with 

the current economy, we have empty strip mall buildings.  I know how difficult it is 

to get out of the corner of 159th and Wolf where the gentleman said there is the 

White Hen, the nail salon, the lighting, the pizza – it is difficult.  I don’t know if 

Commissioner Gorman has left, however, one of my concerns is the widening of 

Wolf  Road and the widening of 159th.  It is going to happen but when?  Next year, 

two years, five years, ten years from now?  When is that going to happen?  It will 

be more difficult to get out of those areas.  It is a big concern that I have.  I think the 

plan needs to be worked over again and come back to us.  

AUBIN:  Not much for me to say.  I want to address the residents more than 

anything.  You’ve heard two Commissioners already. This Commission is not here 

to approve anything.  It is a recommending body.  We take Staff’s Report; weigh it 

against the petitioner’s report; we weigh it against what the residents have to say.  

We put it all together and make a recommendation.  Your work is far from being 

done.  You are going to have to go see the Committee; before the Board of 

Trustees; it is not us who makes the decision.  It goes on from here.  You heard 

from my fellow Plan Commissioners that there is a ton of work to be done on this 

project.  Our Staff  recommends this be continued.  They got the plans so late they 

couldn’t even make a report.  There was no preliminary engineering in this project.  

There is a ton of work that has to be done that our Staff has to look at and approve 

before it even comes back to us.  In order for the petitioner to even meet those 

conditions, you will have to sit down with the people to your right and work 

something out.  Obviously, if they would have brought the whole the crew in tonight, 

we would have had to put seats in the balcony.  You have a ton of things yet to do; 

more meetings to have, before this project even gets beyond the Plan 

Commission.  Have confidence that you have some things in your quiver that you 

can appease these people with, that would make this project feasible.  Thank you.
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STEPHENS:  Submitted to the Recording Secretary (who in turn, submitted to 

Staff), the petition (Exhibit II) from the residents.

DZIERWA:  I don’t think that access road on the north side works at all.  We had 

two different developers probably here and the reason that road ended was 

because it was going to connect into another development and the developer who 

sold you your houses told you that he talked with the other guy or whoever it was 

and that there was going to be a cul-de-sac there.  That is hearsay.  If you can’t 

pinpoint people and their names, it just becomes hearsay.  That is not something I 

would believe. I personally live about two blocks from a car dealership.  You look 

out my back door and past the condos, 159th Street, I can see the Acura 

Dealership and the Ford Dealership. I live in Golfview.  I hear the speaker on 

occasion. I think sometimes, people have problems with their neighbors.  I think 

some people prefer having neighbors who are just parked cars who don’t say 

anything, they don’t give you a hassle.  You look over a berm you see parked cars.  

Some people like that; some don’t.  I feel for the people who are concerned with 

the traffic going through on Shire Drive.  I don’t think it should happen the way it is 

set up right now, however, I do think it is going to happen one way or another. 

Suppose the developer walks away from this and says okay, build houses.  What 

is going to happen?  Someone will say, okay, let’s build houses.  It will go E-1.  A 

person comes in and decides to build all the streets.  It might take them awhile to 

sell everything.  The streets will be in there.  People are going to use those streets.  

You are going to use those streets.  You are going to find another way into your 

subdivision and you will use those streets whether it is all built up or not.  The 

roads are always done first by the developer, before he builds the houses.  One 

way or another, that road is going to be connected with something.  You need to 

get used to that idea.  As far as the cross traffic is concerned – the traffic in the 

aisles – there is a lot of confusion on this piece of property.  It bothers me 

tremendously and I’m trying to be kind here.  Personally, I think that “if” a car 

dealership were to go in there, I think it is way too close to the subdivision to the 

north.  I believe we were trying to put our buildings closer to the street.  We had 

changed that.  That is why those other four buildings are closer to the street.  We 

are trying to get that look where things are closer to the street and give people a 

chance to walk through a development.  This does not look like it would be an 

easily navigated walk for a pedestrian.  I think if the BMW dealership were to go in 

there, I think it should come much closer to the street – you should lose at least 

three bays of parking.  I understand that you are trying to sell cars.  That is not my 

problem.  As far as the curb cuts go – I don’t have a problem with the curb cuts 

where they are at presently except the northern-most one on Wolf Road.  I don’t 

think that works.  I think we need to get a buffer in there if we are going to do 

anything on this Site Plan. I think that road needs to be eliminated and maybe the 

curb cut can go a little bit closer.  Without the 30-foot buffer there, this doesn’t work 

for me.  If I were living in that house, on the west side of Shire Drive, I wouldn’t want 

that roadway going by my house.  If there is a roadway that needs to be in there, it 

needs to be a full roadway.  It needs to be 60-feet wide.  You have 24 as it comes 

out of Shire Drive and you end up with 36 by the time it gets to Wolf.  To me it 
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doesn’t work.  If there was just access for residents to get out and no one able to 

get in – I don’t know if something like that could be worked out where you have a 

right out and no left in.  I think the Village wouldn’t want something like that.  I think 

the planners would maybe want something a little bit more accessible to 

everybody.  I think one thing the people in that area have to realize is that Shire 

Drive is a public street.  Everybody gets to use that street.  Keep in mind that when 

I moved into Orland Park many years ago, 25 to be exact, I wanted to close the 

door behind me too.  It just doesn’t work that way.  We have to change.  Our 

Comprehensive Plan is outdated.  I think Staff is working very diligently to try to get 

it updated but we really have to sit down and get into it more.  Mr. Chairman, I have 

many other comments but I know we are going to be back to see this again. I really 

want to digest what I’ve taken in tonight from the residents.  I will have much more 

to add.  I hope to see the plan change tremendously.  That is all I’m going to say at 

this point.

JACOBS:  I’m going to reserve any additional comments, based on Staff’s 

Report.  There are too many loose ends and it is obvious that this plan needs to 

be re-worked.

STEPHENS:  Looking at this plan, I would agree with Commissioner Dzierwa.  I 

think that the BMW dealership needs to be put way, way further up – closer to 

159th Street.  I think that there needs to be a berm back there so that there would 

be a great deal of blockage there.  In regard to the extension of Shire Drive, when 

we reviewed and approved Colette Highlands, there was a large outcry that all the 

people coming out of Colette Highlands and the Metra parking lot would come out 

and go thru Somer Glen and cut thru all those streets to get over to Wolf Road.  At 

that time, my comment was that the only people who would use that street and go 

into Somer Glen would be the residents – that people would go out to 159th Street 

or go to 153rd Street.  That proved out to be a pretty accurate statement. I think 

that that Shire Drive extension to Wolf Road could work as a full street with 

signage at some point saying something like “residents only” beyond this point.  It 

could be monitored by the police too.  It occurs to me that kind of a street would 

probably be used as another way to come into the development or Shire Drive.  I 

don’t think that is such a bad situation.  At some point in time, like Commissioner 

Dzierwa stated, there is going to be a future connection to that street.  Whoever 

said that it is going to be a cul-de-sac – well, developers tend to say a lot of things 

so they can sell their developments.  I think you have a point about the safety on 

the street thru traffic.  The dealership, the noise factor, all of those things that you 

brought up tonight  -- our write up from Staff has a great deal of variances that I am 

not inclined to go with at all. I think that the petitioner needs to work out and get in 

greater compliance and comply with all of the codes, create a land plan that works 

for everybody concerned.  Everybody concerned would be the Village, the 

petitioner, and especially the residents.  I think it could be a workable plan.  I think 

if the petitioner would meet with the residents, work out solutions, I think this could 

work in the future, however, I think it has a long way to go.  It is nowhere close to an 

approval for some time.  We are going to be requesting a continuance this 
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evening.  I would like to request a continuance to the December 9, 2008 Plan 

Commission meeting.  That gives over a month and a half for the petitioner to 

possibly meet with some of the residents, share some concerns and try to work 

things out – to come to some sort of a fair and agreeable compromise that 

everyone can live with.  Indicated to the residents that they are not going to get 

everything they want nor is the petitioner going to get everything they want.  

However, the major concerns here – traffic and safety – as well as the issues 

raised, about the dealership doing test drives on Shire Drive, are valid points.  I’m 

sure there is a way to control that and I’m sure there is a way to control traffic 

coming into Shire Drive that wouldn’t be created to be a thru way.  I can’t really see 

it becoming a thru way or a short cut to go anywhere because all it does is go into 

the existing subdivisions over there.  I can’t see people other than residents really 

using that street.  The land plan has to be worked out.  Again, we need to get 

compliance with the codes.  There are about 13 – 14 variances here that we are 

not about to approve.  I’d like to see the petitioner work with our Staff and weave 

into their plans a lot of the comments that our Staff has made as well as most of 

the comments and concerns that I’ve just spoken about with the residents.  I think 

we’ve got a long way to go and we are going to ask for a continuance this evening.  

Asked Staff to keep the residents informed as we go along so that they can come 

to the next meeting we have and maybe get them a copy of the plan or whatever 

that is going to be presented to us so that they can have an opportunity to review it 

as well and be prepared.    

STEPHENS:  Entertained a motion for a continuance.

DZIERWA:   Moved to accept as findings of fact of this Plan Commission, the 

findings of fact set forth in the Staff Report dated October 28, 2008 and moved to 

continue the Wolf Point Plaza petition, Legistar Number 2008-0422, to the 

December 9, 2008 Plan Commission meeting.

THOMPSON:  Second.

A motion was made by Commissioner Steve Dzierwa, seconded by 

Commissioner Patricia Thompson, that this matter be CONTINUED to the 

Plan Commission, due back on 12/9/2008.  The motion CARRIED by the 

following vote:

Commissioner Jacobs,  Commissioner Dzierwa,  Commissioner Aubin,  

Commissioner Stephens,  Commissioner Thompson and Commissioner 

Parisi

Aye: 6 - 

Nay: 0   

2008-0550 Community Honda Lighting Variance

STEPHENS:  Entertained a motion from the Plan Commissioners.

DZIERWA:   Moved to accept as findings of fact of this Plan Commission, the 

findings of fact set forth in this Staff Report dated October 28, 2008 and moved  to 

continue file number 2008-0550, Community Honda Lighting Variance to the 
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November 11, 2008 Plan Commission meeting.

AUBIN:  Second.

This matter was CONTINUED to the Plan Commission, due back on 

11/11/2008

Commissioner Jacobs,  Commissioner Dzierwa,  Commissioner Aubin,  

Commissioner Stephens,  Commissioner Thompson and Commissioner 

Parisi

Aye: 6 - 

Nay: 0   

2008-0573 Lexington Health Care of Orland Park

Clyde Hughes, 8618 W. 142nd Place, Engineering & Construction for Lexington

Lawrence Putz, 11411 Marley Creek Lane, Administrator of Lexington

Todd Abrams, 2675 Pratum Avenue, WT Civil Engineering

TURLEY:   Staff presentation made in accordance with the written Staff Report 

dated October 28, 2008 as presented.

STEPHENS:  Invited comments and/or questions from the petitioner.

AUBIN:  Swore in Messrs. Hughes, Putz and Abrams.

HUGHES:  Mrs. Turley really described our situation well.  We’ve been working 

with Staff for about a year but we have had an ongoing problem for two years.  We 

do have an agreement with Covenant Church which will be an ongoing agreement 

but because of the distance away from our facility and the nature that it could go 

away any time, we don’t see our parking problem getting any better.  With the way 

that healthcare is going; with the Illinois Department of Public Health, and the way 

regulations go, short terms are going to become a bigger part of the nursing home 

or assisted living business and what that does is creates more staff which means 

more parking and more visitors.  During the past two years, the parking problem 

has increasingly gotten worse.  Larry [Putz] has worked with the Police 

Department and the Fire Department as well as the Church to mitigate the 

problem but these are all temporary measures and we see really that it is just 

going to get worse every year and we feel that this is our solution.  

STEPHENS:  Invited comments and/or questions from the public and received 

none.

STEPHENS:  Invited comments and/or questions from the Plan Commissioners.  

AUBIN:  Obviously the petitioner has read Staff’s Report.  We heard from Mrs. 

Turley.  There are a number of conditions, obviously requiring some action on the 

petitioner’s part in regard to detention and the tree islands.  Obviously, the 

petitioner has agreed to those conditions with no problem whatsoever.  
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Appreciate your comments.  Thank you very much.

JACOBS:  I’m sure that you have tried to work with that building just to the north of 

you – the Orland Professional Plaza?

PUTZ:  I knew that would probably come up again.  We’ve worked with Mr. Cable 

who bought the building about two years ago.  We’ve worked with Mr. Cable on 

and off for two years.  This past week I wrote him an e-mail just to make sure that 

we can’t come to some agreement.  His agreement is that he is willing to let us 

use parking, however, if I fill my building, you can’t use it anymore.  I tried to 

recommend some type of an out for both of us but his outs are 30 days.  He is a 

very nice gentleman.  I have a letter that he recommends this but I do have an 

e-mail back and forth with him this week because that is the closest property that 

Staff wanted us to try to work an agreement with.  I think his biggest concern, and 

the reason he wants to help us get our parking, is when we have an overload our 

people are going there anyway.  He feels that when his building is filled it is 

creating a problem for him.  His comment to me was that he is always interested 

in trying to work with us but he couldn’t give us anymore than a 30 day out.  A 

30-day out is a very difficult thing to work with.  So in answer to your question, yes, 

I have spoken to him.

JACOBS:  Thank you.  I was also wondering if you have considered off-site 

parking for staff?  

PUTZ:  That is the Church parking that we are using now and without going into 

great detail, it is a safety issue.   The busing sounds practical but the nature of the 

beast is that people are late to work; people are early to work.  There is a 7:00 

a.m. punch-in time.  If we were sure that everyone would show up, then maybe that 

would be an option.  But otherwise they would have to walk from the Church which 

is approximately two-and-a-half blocks to the south.  We’ve created kind of a nice 

pathway through there.  There is a 30-foot setback off of 94th, but then there is 

another 20- or 30-feet in addition to that setback.  It is a wooded area where we 

built a pathway so we could walk.  It works very well unless it rains or snows.  With 

this past winter we had a lot of problems.

JACOBS:  I can sympathize.  I was over there today and it was very crowded.  I 

guess we just have to say carry on.

DZIERWA:  I understand how it works when you have to staff a building like this 

and you have overlap with employees.  You actually need twice the amount of 

parking for the employees at some point.  I feel for you.  I really hate to see the 

trees go but I know exactly what you are up against and I too have traveled through 

there many times and just recently, like Commissioner Jacobs said, I did see a lot 

of parking in there and there were not a lot of available spaces.  What I really need 

to know from Staff is, in our conditions in our second motion, I would like to know if 

we are going from required tree islands to an equivalent of  approximately ten – 
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can we just make that a solid number – just tell us how many so we have that for 

the record?

TURLEY:  The reason it says approximately is that there is a little bit of 

interpretation there as to what is one tree island and what is two.  Sometimes if 

there is twice the normal amount of space, we count it as two.  That is why there 

needs to be a little bit of flexibility there.

DZIERWA:  Then the modification to exceed a 4:1 detention slope, if you could 

just verify what the actual slope is.  Those are my only questions.  Other than that, 

this works for me. 

TURLEY:  Maybe I can punt that to the engineer and see if he can tell us what the 

exact slope is proposed to be.

ABRAMS:  The existing slope on the existing pond to the south is anywhere 

between 2 and 4:1.  The revision to the pond will change the majority of the pond 

to a 3:1 slope.  I believe code actually states 4:1 so it is a reduction of about a 

foot.  

DZIERWA:   Thank you.  That is all I have.

THOMPSON:  Looks fine.  Nothing further to add.

PARISI:  I would always like to see the northern property boundary, the tree island 

there, remain the way it is so I’m glad to see that moved.   What are your peak 

operating hours?

PUTZ:  Our peak parking problems have been between 10:00 a.m. and around 

2:30-3:00 p.m.  That has been our experience in the past.  That is when I have 

personally witnessed it.  I’ve been told that occasionally there are times later in the 

afternoon where there is peak parking.  

PARISI:  I drove by there perhaps 9-9:15 a.m. today.  It was interesting – there 

were cars parked where obviously it should have been a driveway and parked to 

be close to the door and there were 20 open parking spaces at the back of the 

property.  It is interesting that people always want to park by the door – it is just 

frustrating and I think we are doing the best we can with this.  I have no further 

comments.

STEPHENS:  I am not that familiar with your facility.  Is it for short-term 

rehabilitation patients only?  Please explain that for me.

PUTZ:  It is a combination of both.  We have what we call a sub-acute section in 

the building which are intended for short-term patients after a hospital stay who 

cannot go home.  They’ve had some surgery or some sort of medical condition 

and the doctor is  ready to release them from the hospital but not to have them go 
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home. 

STEPHENS:  They need rehabilitation.

PUTZ:  Right.  Our average length of stay is right around 30 days.  We have some 

short-term patients staying even a little bit longer – 45-to-60 days.  

STEPHENS:  What percentage is short-term rehabilitation or does that depend 

upon open bed space.

PUTZ:  It depends upon open bed space.  Right now, this morning, I believe the 

count was 42 and our total census was 240.  The rest (other than the 42) were our 

long-term population.  

STEPHENS:  Thank you.  I have had a recent experience with my Mother in a 

rehabilitation center.  She was supposed to be in there for 30 days or so.  We 

found that we’d all converge and meet around lunch time or dinner time.  Five 

people [family members] would meet in five cars.  When we showed up we’d find 

that there was just not enough parking and with the short-term rehabilitation 

people, that is an ongoing situation.  Your chronology of how long you worked with 

Mr. Sullivan and our Staff to work things out with the neighbors and so on and so 

forth, I’m glad that we have come to a conclusion to grant you this.  The facility 

needs the extra parking.  I’m glad that Staff was able to accommodate this for you.  

I have no objection to this.  

STEPHENS:  Entertained a motion from the Plan Commissioners.

PARISI:  Moved to accept as findings of fact of this Plan Commission, the findings 

of fact set forth in this Staff Report dated October 28, 2008 and moved  to 

recommend to the Village Board, approval of the Preliminary Site Plan entitled 

“Site Geometric Plan, Lexington Health Care 14601 South John Humphrey Drive” 

and dated 08.30.08, revised 10.22.08 subject to the following conditions:  (1) that 

a Landscape Plan, meeting all Village Codes, is submitted for separate review 

and approval within 60 days of final engineering approval.  Landscaping is to 

focus on screening of parking and the naturalization and stabilization of both 

detention areas.  Tree mitigation for removed trees is also to be included; (2) that 

the petitioner work with Staff to devise a more direct pedestrian path to 94th 

Avenue; (3) that a bike rack is placed near the building; and (4) that all final 

engineering-related items are met.

AUBIN:  Second.

PARISI :   Moved to accept as findings of fact of this Plan Commission, the 

findings of fact set forth in this Staff Report dated October 28, 2008 and moved  to 

recommend to the Village Board, approval to amend a Special Use Permit to 

operate a Nursing Home with these modifications:  (1) a modification to reduce 
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the number of required tree islands from a required 18 to the equivalent of 

approximately ten; (2) a modification to reduce the required 25 foot detention 

setbacks; and (3) a modification to exceed a 4:1 detention slope.  

 

AUBIN:  Second.

A motion was made by Commissioner Nick Parisi, seconded by 

Commissioner Paul Aubin, that this matter be RECOMMENDED FOR 

APPROVAL to the Board of Trustees, due back on 11/3/2008.  The 

motion CARRIED by the following vote:

Commissioner Jacobs,  Commissioner Dzierwa,  Commissioner Aubin,  

Commissioner Stephens,  Commissioner Thompson and Commissioner 

Parisi

Aye: 6 - 

Nay: 0   

2008-0631 MoJoe's Cafe - Special Use - Ordinance

I move to pass Ordinance Number 4433, entitled:  AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT - MOJOE'S CAFE (15750 S. HARLEM AVENUE)

OTHER BUSINESS

No other business was discussed.

ADJOURNMENT

STEPHENS:  There being no further business before the Plan Commissioners, 

the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 9:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Teri Dougherty

Recording Secretary
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