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CALLED TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order by the Plan Commission Chairman, Mr. Lou 

Stephens, at 7:00 p.m.

Commissioner Jacobs; Commissioner Dzierwa; Commissioner Aubin; 

Commissioner Stephens; Commissioner Thompson; Commissioner Parisi, 

Commissioner Paul

Present: 7 - 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Chairman entertained a motion to continue the minutes of the December 8, 

2009 Plan Commission to February 9, 2010.

A motion was made by Commissioner Paul Aubin, seconded by 

Commissioner Steve Dzierwa, that this matter be CONTINUED to the 

Plan Commission, due back on 2/9/2010.  The motion CARRIED by the 

following vote:

Commissioner Jacobs,  Commissioner Dzierwa,  Commissioner Aubin,  

Commissioner Stephens,  Commissioner Thompson,  Commissioner Parisi 

and Commissioner Paul

Aye: 7 - 

Nay: 0   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Chairman entertained a motion to continue the minutes of the January 12, 

2010 Plan Commission to February 9, 2010.

A motion was made by Commissioner Paul Aubin, seconded by 

Commissioner Steve Dzierwa, that this matter be CONTINUED to the 

Plan Commission, due back on 2/9/2010.  The motion CARRIED by the 

following vote:

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2009-0446 Dairy Queen Outdoor Patio

PITTOS:  Staff presentation made in accordance with the written Staff Report 

dated January 26, 2010 as presented.

STEPHENS:  Since the petitioner is not present, nor anyone from the public I will 

go to the Commissioners for comments and questions.

DZIERWA:  Are all parking blocks going to be removed, or just the ones in the 

developed area where the green space is and by the doors?  Because I know that 

they are tripping hazards. I am just curious if they will be removed on the 

perimeters of the lot, like on the north side and the south side.

PITTOS:  It will be just where they are making changes.
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DZIERWA:  The north side and the south side of the parking lot will stay the same 

then?

PITTOS:  Yes.

PAUL:  It seems to me the biggest issue is the parking.  When it is all said and 

done,  it will be slightly under the minimum number of parking spots, is that 

correct?  With the Lagrange Road improvement and we are talking about 

removing some of them to connect with the lot that is just to the South, is that 

correct?

PITTOS:  I think that at the end of the day with the Lagrange Road expansion and 

the elimination of multiple spaces it will be just at or below the land development 

code standards.  However we have indicated that they should look into shared 

parking with the land owners to the south.  The development to the south actually 

has a stub access established to provide for that shared parking capacity.

PAUL:  In the past has there ever been an issue with parking there?

PITTOS:  Not that I know of.

PAUL:  Because this time of the year, an ice cream place the lot is not going to be 

full.  I was curious about in the summer time is that lot going to be filled to capacity 

frequently or if there has ever been an issue with it.

PITTOS:  I have never seen it.

JACOBS:  I am confused about the sidewalk to the south.  It ends at this property 

line or where does it go?

PITTOS:  The sidewalk ends just south of the Dairy Queen.

STEPHENS:  It looks like there is no sidewalk in front of the Dairy Queen.

JABOBS:  Correct.  Is there going to be one?

STEPHENS:  Did this petition call for adding sidewalks?

PITTOS:  The sidewalk addition will be along the parking spaces on the North 

edge of the green area, which the site plan doesn’t reflect.

JACOBS:  You’re saying it’s going to go east to west not north to south?  Is that 

right, and if so it kind of goes no where?

PITTOS:  It would just serve the people parking on the lot.  The sidewalk would run 

on the north side of the green area which runs east to west.
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JACOBS:  The green area is going to be where the signage is right now?

PITTOS:  Yes.  (shows on the site plan where it is going to located)

JACOBS:  So anyone walking north to south along Lagrange road will not have a 

sidewalk.

STEPHENS:  Well because there is no sidewalk in front of Brown’s either.  That is 

the problem.  When the Lagrange road improvements come in there are plans to 

put the sidewalk in then, correct?

PITTOS:  Yes.

JACOBS:  Will the existing monument sign still be there?

PITTOS:  Yes.  There was no indication from petitioner to move the monument 

signs since it’s new.  

JACOBS:  It’s kind of crowded in there isn’t it?  Signs, railings, tables, there is a 

lot of stuff going on there.

THOMPSON:  No questions.

PARISI:  No questions.

AUBIN:  No questions.

STEPHENS:  When the LaGrange Road widening comes in are they going to 

eliminate the North or the South driveway?  Are both of them going to be right in 

and right out?

PITTOS:  Yes.  (Yes to both, being right-in, right-out.)  

STEPHENS:  They have already been permitted so they can’t take them away.

PITTOS:  Correct.

STEPHENS:  They will be forced to be right in and right out?

PITTOS:  Yes, because the median will be raised. 

STEPHENS:  Is there an existing cross access agreement with the Clock Tower 

strip center?

PITTOS:  The way that the property is set up there is stub access between their 
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property and the Dairy Queen.

STEPHENS:  Right, but there is no agreement right now?

PITTOS:  No.

STEPHENS:  So when it comes to pass there should be an access from that strip 

center to the Dairy Queen, but not to Brown’s because there is access off the 

corner from Brown’s.

PITTOS:  Correct.  There is potential to add cross access to the Browns Chicken 

to the north, but it will not be necessary because of the corner access.

STEPHENS:  Commissioner Jacobs makes a good point.  You will be coming 

right into the drive thru?

PITTOS:  No, there is plenty of room there for the access.

STEPHENS:  We have a long standing business that does well in the community 

so I think what they are asking for makes sense.  

STEPHENS:  Entertained a motion from the Plan Commissioners.

I move to accept as findings of fact of this Plan Commission the findings of fact set 

forth in this staff report dated November 24, 2009,

and

I move to recommend approval to the Village Board of Trustees the site plan titled 

14460 S La Grange Road, Orland Park, Proposed Concrete Patio”, prepared by 

the petitioner Raj Patel, date stamped received October 26, 2009, subject to the 

following conditions:

1.  That a bicycle parking rack is installed on site near the main entrance;

2.  That the color of the four-foot (4') tall aliminum outdoor seating patio fence be 

black;

3.  That a sidewalk is added along the north edge of the proposed green space to 

connect the LaGrange Road sidewalk with the sidewalk in front of hte Dairy Queen 

main entrance;

4.  That the petitioner work with the adjacent property owner to establish a 

cross-access connection to the south before left turn movements from the site onto 

LaGrange Road are blocked.

A motion was made by Commissioner Paul Aubin, seconded by 

Commissioner Steve Dzierwa, that this matter be RECOMMENDED FOR 

APPROVAL to the Development Services & Planning Committee, due 

back on 2/22/2010.  The motion CARRIED by the following vote:
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Commissioner Jacobs,  Commissioner Dzierwa,  Commissioner Aubin,  

Commissioner Stephens,  Commissioner Thompson,  Commissioner Parisi 

and Commissioner Paul

Aye: 7 - 

Nay: 0   

NON-PUBLIC HEARINGS

2009-0623 Village Sign Design

STEPHENS:  Prior to this meeting, when we had a meeting regarding LaGrange 

Road, I had asked Mr. Sullivan if there was a way we could get some sort of 

consistency in the signage we used to identify the Village of Orland Park.  Mr. 

Sullivan has gone through some things here to help us on this.  As we do not have 

the projector available we will have this discussion off the dais in a round table 

discussion so we can all view the plans Mr. Sullivan will be presenting.

There was clarification as to exactly which signs were to be discussed.  The signs 

being discussed were the signs that identify the Village of Orland Park.  

Mr. Sullivan presented photos of the current signage that we have in place.  He 

explained that the materials used had significance in that; the Brick/Masonry 

represents permanence, the engraved lettering in the Limestone also show 

permanence.  But the coloring is more specific to the area where the sign itself is 

located.  The example shown was the Village Center sign and how the colors 

mirror those of the Village Center.  The commissioners expressed that they like 

the permanence and lack of need for landscaping and maintenance.    Mr. Sullivan 

then showed some examples of signage used in Carol Stream and their use of 

stone walls.  

Mr. Sullivan also discussed the ideas and usages of signage on I-80 that would be 

consistent in the entire southland.  The proposed sign now is made of cut steel, 

stone and native prairie grass, but all the suburbs that are going to use it will have 

to agree to it.  The Commissioners agreed that it was a great idea and that that 

sign would be potentially a good fit for our Village. Mr. Sullivan explained that if the 

Village decides to use it we will be financing our portion of it.

The commissioners questioned which businesses would be required to have 

gateway signs and if it would be defined by their locations.  The consensus was 

that gateway signs will be where Village boundaries are located in most 

instances.  Mr. Sullivan indicated that they would be trying to work with all 

businesses in to put signage on the boundary corners.  

Mr. Sullivan then presented some examples of location signage and pedestrian 

map type of signage.  The commissioners agreed that those type of signs would 

be a positive addition to the Village and those that are navigating it.  The general 

consensus was that a logo would be beneficial to use on those type of signs and 
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that they would not be too generic.  

The Commissioners asked about the signage used for the parks and whether or 

not they would also be changed.  It was noted that at this time we are mostly 

concentrating on way-finding signs, but that the Parks Department can be brought 

into the discussion eventually.

Mr. Sullivan noted that we are not looking for major signage changes for 

businesses; we have a good sign code for them now.  Commissioners then 

questioned who maintains the signs for example for a subdivision.  Mr. Sullivan 

brought to their attention that if the signage is on private property it is up to the 

homeowners association, for example, to maintain it.  It is effective for the 

homeowners to address their associations, however if it doesn’t get the needed 

improvements the Village can ticket them.  

It was noted by Mr. Sullivan that business window signage is going to be 

proposed to limiting of 50% coverage of windows.  In the past most businesses 

did not create any issues but recently the Village has been receiving complaints 

and plans to address them with this proposal.  He clearly stated that this was just 

an idea the Village is looking at and is not in place at this time.  Also asked by Mr. 

Sullivan was the question of wall signs and the consensus was that channel 

lettering was not appropriate. 

Mr. Sullivan used the example of 159th street as showing the consistency of 

signage at the auto dealerships versus the Non-Orland Park side.  He also 

mentioned that the Village is trying to rid itself of billboard signs, but we are limited 

by places that are not incorporated within our Village limits.  It was noted that 

surrounding communities are working on the same concept.

Non-conforming signs were addressed by Mr. Sullivan and he noted that we do 

not have an amortization program with signs, however the Village has worked well 

with the business owners and have converted 75% of those signs.  He also 

explained that what they are doing to address this seems to be working pretty well.

It was also the consensus of the commissioners that there should be low or no 

landscaping plantings in front of signage, whether for the business signs or Village 

signs.  However trees if trimmed in a manner that branches do not block the signs 

are acceptable.  Mr. Sullivan noted that the landscape changes that are proposed 

will limit the plantings allowed in front of or around the signage.

No Motion.

This matter was NO ACTION

OTHER BUSINESS

No other business was discussed.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Plan Commission for discussion, the 

Chairman adjourned the meeting.

STEPHENS:  This meeting is adjourned at 8:15p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda White

Recording Secretary
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