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CALLED TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

Jacobs; Dzierwa; Aubin; Stephens; Thompson; Parisi, PaulPresent: 7 - 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made to approve the minutes of the July 27, 2010 minutes, with the 

following corrections:

Page 3 - Last line under Paul, “It is an…”  strike

Last line change Stephens to Dzierwa  

Page 5 - Under Dzierwa, add:  Thank you.  We will now go the Commissioners for

their comments and questions.

Last paragraph of Dzierwa, 2nd line, change you to your.

A motion was made by Patricia Thompson, seconded by Paul Aubin, that 

this matter be APPROVED.  The motion CARRIED by the following vote:

Jacobs,  Dzierwa,  Aubin,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Parisi and PaulAye: 7 - 

Nay: 0   

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2010-0402 Cuzzins Restaurant - Special Use Amendment

PITTOS:  Staff presentation made in accordance with the written Staff Report 

dated September 28, 2010 as presented.

STEPHENS:  Asked the petitioner for comments.

AUBIN: Swore in Mary Libammari, 15514 Sunset Ridge Dr., Orland Park, IL 

60462

LIBAMMARI:  The only thing I want to say is that we do have a revised floor plan 

regarding the seating issue with being spaced out.  Where we did hopefully 

accommodate what the Village wanted regarding space and chairs and tables 

and what not. 

STEHENS:  Do you have the new floor plan with you this evening?

LIBIAMMARI:  Yes. 

STEPHENS:  Do you want to bring it forward?

LIBIAMMARI:  Yes.
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STEPHENS:  I question the floor plan that you show up there because, Mr. Pittos, 

you are talking about 73 seats and as I figure it you have 18 tables with 4 and that 

is 72 seats.

PITTOS:  Depending on the seating arrangements and how they work it out, I 

mean you could potentially get up to 73.  Once you hit 74 you are triggering a fire 

code, that will cause issues.  So we figure if we are going to be at 73 we might as 

well just put in the last chair.

STEPHENS:  So you put in that last chair to make it 73?

PITTOS:  Yes, to give it leeway for the petitioner.

LIBIAMMARI:  Then showed the Commissioners and the Planner the new 

renderings with the seating and chair layouts.

PITTOS:  We could submit this to the building department to ensure that it does 

meet the spacing requirements, but this plan does show the seating for the 73 

seats so it does seem to work for the moment.

STEPHENS:  At this time we will ask for any comments from the public.  

Receiving none the Chairman then asked the Commissioners for their questions 

and comments.

PARISI:   I don’t have any comments other than if you had a few larger tables it 

would create more space and accommodate more seating, but it is just a thought.  

STEPHENS:  You can just take 2 tables for 4 and make it 8.

PARISI:  You can do that, but you know sometimes you don’t want to put your 

hands under these tables.  That is all.  Thanks.

THOMPSON:  One of my concerns would be not so much with the restaurant, but 

with the parking and if you recall that the Nissan, who we had problems with their 

parking.  I believe they bought permits or something to park in that area, am I 

correct?

PITTOS:  I don’t know if they bought permits but they were to erect no parking 

signs within 50 feet of the intersection of 159th street.

THOMPSON:  But didn’t they say that they had either contacted somebody or 

something and that they were allowed to park in the Seville Plaza parking lot?

PITTOS:  I think that they had established a parking arrangement.

THOMPSON:  Is that going to be an issue?
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PITTOS:  It’s unlikely to be an issue because the mechanics would be there during 

the off peak areas of the parking lot for the restaurants.

STEPHENS: The mechanics would be gone at that time.

THOMPSON:  That was my only concern, other than that I have nothing else.

AUBIN:  Nothing more, I have had the opportunity to read the conditions involved 

and I am in agreement with them.

DZIERWA:  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Basically, you just took the tables and spun 

them at a 45-degree angle.  So I guess my question for staff was that to satisfy the 

ADA, so that you have proper aisles for handicapped patrons and stuff like that?

LIBIAMMIARA:  We did actually do the floor plan so we could seat the maximum 

number of patrons there.  We do however, with Mr. Parisi’s idea, we do have 

spacers so we do not have to touch underneath the table and we can provide 

larger tables if they do have to come out.  So, with this specific plan, did I want to 

accommodate what I needed?  Yes.  To your question, yes we did do what they 

wanted us to do and to show.

DZIERWA:  If I am correct, seating at a restaurant you don’t really have to have 

handicapped seating in a restaurant because you can seat them where ever you 

wish and that the aisles have to be a certain with and I think that is what you did, 

and I think that is a great thing.  I am not criticizing, I just was curious because on 

the plan, there was a wheelchair sitting in two different spots and you can sit them 

anywhere in a restaurant.

LIBIAMMIARA: Yes and they can.  I do not need accessible or handicapped tables 

because of the tables we do use.

DZIERWA:  Very good.  Staff, is the landlord going to be required to do that 

stripped area in the crosswalk?  Is it still Mr. Comer?

PITTOS:  I do not know that it is the same owner, but I do know that the reality that 

is they’re running it now.  We talked to them and they were agreeable to make that 

happen.  

DZIERWA:  So they will work with staff to get that done then.

PITTOS:  Yes.

PAUL:  The only question I have is about dumpster facilities.

LIBIAMMIARA:  The dumpsters are behind LeMex, for LeMex, Orland Park 
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Liquors and myself.  We do have a dumpster company and once start we do plan 

to put our dumpster there and pay for as I assume the other two do as well.

STEPHENS:  So to be more specific, your dumpsters will be on the south side of 

the strip, on the southwest corner of the strip center.

LIBIAMMIARA:  Yes they will be closest to 159th on the southwest side.

STEPHENS:  Where all the other dumpsters are, correct?

LIBIAMMIARA:  Yes.

PAUL:  That is all I have.  Good luck to you.

JACOBS:  Is Cuzzins a franchise?

LIBIAMMIARA:  No it is family owned and operated and we have two others on the 

north side.

JACOBS:  I knew I knew that name from someplace.  It’s wonderful that you are 

coming to the south side.  I like the menu items you have put up on the window too.  

But I hope there is going to be more stuff.

LIBIAMMIARA:   There is going to be a whole lot more.

JACOBS:  When do you plan to open?

LIBIAMMIARA:  I think if all goes well tonight and October 4th for a final, we are 

hoping to get in there and do what we need to do, which is not a whole lot.  And we 

would open November 1st.

JACOBS:  That dumpster issue.  You will have to walk your garbage from your 

facility down to that facility, correct.

LIBIAMMIARA:  Yes.

JACOBS:  Ok, that is all.  Good luck.

STEPHENS:  I don’t think the parking is a problem, you have 154 spaces and with 

this, you are going to have 149 used up so parking is not a problem.  But again, I 

question why we are approving it for 73 when the first plan shows 72 and the new 

plan shows 72?  Is there a particular reason why we are going 73?

PITTOS:  There is no particular reason, it was the original number requested by 

the petitioner, but ultimately they have put in 72 seats.
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STEPHENS:  Why do you need 73 if you can only fit 72?

LIBIAMMIARA:  We don’t need 73.

STEPHENS:  So you only need 72.

LIBIAMMIARA:  Yes sir.

STEPHENS:  It just didn’t make sense to me.  The only other comment I had was 

are these bathrooms already in there.

LIBIAMMIARA:  Yes.

STEPHENS:  It seemed to me that it would work better if you put the bathrooms 

forward and put your office to the back, but since the bathrooms are already there, 

I don’t want you to have to change them.

DZIERWA:  Question.  Would the motioner and seconder agree that in condition 

number 2 that the owners work with staff to come up with a solution for that basic 

crosswalk?

STEPHENS:  Aren’t they just going to provide it?

DZIERWA:  I just thought if we put it in, they wouldn’t just do it by themselves.

STEPHENS:  Mr. Pittos, have you talked to the Plaza owners about this?

PITTOS:  Yes.

STEPHENS:  Are they in agreement to put it in?

PITTOS:  Yes.

STEPHENS:  Do you have to guide them and direct them or are they just going to 

do it according to plan?

PITTOS:  We have shared this plan with them and they are in agreement to put the 

stripping and the sidewalk in, we haven’t determined a time yet as to when they 

should or can do it.  It all depends on their economic circumstances.

STEPHENS:  Then I would say to Commissioner Dzierwa that it should probably 

just stay as it is written.

DZIERWA:  That is fine.

STEPHENS:  Receiving no further comments, entertained a motion.
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PAUL: I move to accept as findings of fact of this Plan Commission the findings of 

fact set forth in this staff report dated September 28, 2010

and

I move to recommend to the Village Board to approve the special use amendment 

to increase the number of restaurant seats at Cuzzins Restaurant located within 

the Seville Plaza Shopping Center at 8600 W 159th Street Suite 4B, as shown on 

the site plan titled “Exhibit B Seville Plaza” dated received September 28, 2010 

subject to the following conditions:

1. That the seating capacity in the restaurant does not exceed 72 seats;

2. That the Seville Plaza owners provide a pedestrian pathway connection 

connecting the internal sidewalk system to the public sidewalks along 159th street;

3. That signage is approved in a separate review and conforms to Section 6-307 

of the Land Development Code;

4. That all utility conduits that result from this project are screened from view of 

public rights-of-way and neighboring residential properties;

5. That all building code related items are met;

6. That building permits are obtained for this project.

THOMPSON:  Second.

A motion was made by John J. Paul, seconded by Patricia Thompson, 

that this matter be RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL to the 

Development Services & Planning Committee, due back on 10/18/2010.  

The motion CARRIED by the following vote:

Jacobs,  Dzierwa,  Aubin,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Parisi and PaulAye: 7 - 

Nay: 0   

OTHER BUSINESS

STEPHENS:  I just want to ask the commissioners, because I was just informed 

today by the Village attorneys that when we have canceled meetings one of us has 

to be present here.  I just wanted to make the suggestion that either we rotate it or 

if I can’t make the meetings, we go to the next senior Commissioners.  If you are 

all in agreement to rotate it?  With all commissioners in agreement, the Chairman 

asked for other business.

DZIERWA:  It is my understanding that that stub road is going in between Kohl’s 

and the Lowe’s property.  So Mr. Pittos, is it possible that it will be completed 

before the holiday shopping season?

PITTOS:  My understanding is that, that is the target.

DZIERWA:  That is good; it will take a lot of traffic off LaGrange Road and 94th 
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avenues.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Plan Commission for discussion, the 

Chairman adjourned the meeting.

DZIERWA:  This meeting is adjourned at 7:27p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda White

Recording Secretary
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