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Orland Park Named 2008 Mayors’ Climate Award Winner 
Village’s Use of Biodiesel Fuel Lauded 

 
ORLAND PARK, ILLINOIS – Orland Park Mayor Dan McLaughlin was recently honored when the 
United States Conference of Mayors and Wal-Mart announced the winners of its 2008 Mayors’ 
Climate Protection Awards Program. The awards recognize mayors for innovative practices to 
increase energy efficiency and help curb global warming.  
 
The Village of Orland Park received an Outstanding Achievement Award at the 76th Annual Meeting 
of the U.S. Conference of Mayors. 
 
“It is quite an honor to be recognized at the national level,” McLaughlin said, adding, “Orland Park 
strives to improve the quality of life for our residents and I’m humbled by this acknowledgement of 
our efforts.” Orland Park was one of four small communities nationwide to receive this honor. 
 
Orland Park was honored for its Biodiesel Fuel Program in which the village purchases B-5 biodiesel 
fuel for use in vehicles and machinery. The village’s use of biodiesel fuel has resulted in a number of 
annual reductions in air pollutants, including a 3% (18.4 pounds) decrease in particulate matter; 5.4% 
(25 pounds) decrease in hydrocarbons; 3.23% (205 pounds) decrease in carbon monoxide, 0.5% (40.5 
pounds) decrease in nitrous oxide; and 5% (12 pounds) decrease in sulfur oxide. 
 
Conference President Trenton Mayor Douglas H. Palmer said, “We commend the winners for all their 
work and dedication to improve our environment.” 
 
Since 2003, the village has purchased 55,000 gallons of biodiesel fuel annually to fuel more than 80 
village owned vehicles and equipment. The Orland Fire Protection District buys its biodiesel fuel from 
the village.   
 
“Orland Park is a very energy conscious community and our programs have received great feedback 
from residents and the business community,” McLaughlin said. “It means a lot to our staff to know 
that their efforts have been lauded on the local and national levels,” the mayor said. 
 
McLaughlin recently unveiled the Village of Orland Park’s green initiative that continues the 
community’s concerted efforts to conserve water, reduce energy consumption and improve air quality. 
Orland Park’s Biodiesel Program is one of several programs initiated by the village to improve air 
quality. 
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