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plex, Winter Follies at the ice rink 
and the theatre troupe’s presenta-
tion of “A Simple Miracle,” all of 
which add to the holiday spirit in 
Orland Park.

Looking forward
The Comprehensive Plan is the 
village’s long range policy guide 
for future growth and planning 
the community.  The current plan 
presents the vision for what the 
community wants to become along 
with recommendations to achieve 
that vision.  The plan will change 
over time in a flexible and adaptive 
manner.

Through this plan, we can build on 
and learn from our history to guide 
our village to a bright future.  The 
2013 Comprehensive Plan has been 
updated and is available for viewing 
on our new website at www.orland-
park.org.  For a sampling of what 
is included, see the special center 
insert in this edition of the Orland 
Park Public.

Property Tax Rebate Update
The Village of Orland Park is again 
offering residents an opportunity 
to apply for residential property 
tax rebates, as we have for nine of 
the last 12 years. 

Residents will again be able to apply 
online at www.optaxrebate.com 
or complete a paper application at 
the Village Hall. The deadline for 

Seasonal Events
The village has a number of sea-
sonal happenings planned for the 
upcoming holiday season.  All are 
invited to be a part of these great 
events around town.  These occa-
sions are always enjoyable and have 
become annual traditions for many 
families this time of year. 

Our Winter Festival was held Sun-
day, December 1 at the Civic Center 
with Santa’s arrival and activities for 
the whole family.  A great time was 
had by all who were able to join us 
as we lit Orland Park’s community 
tree in front of the Village Hall. 

The tree was adorned with orna-
ments created by local individuals, 
families and groups. We were happy 
to see all of our ornament makers 
at the Village Hall on December 
1 when we lit the tree.  They were 
able to see the beautiful display 
they helped create.

See the village’s website or recre-
ation program guide for details 
about other holiday events includ-
ing Santa’s Pit Stop at the Sports-

Mayor Daniel J. McLaughlin

applications is 5 p.m. on December 
13, 2013.

Welcome New Businesses
I’ve been honored to celebrate the 
grand openings of a number new 
businesses in Orland Park as com-
panies continue to choose the vil-
lage as the ideal location. We have 
introduced many of them with rib-
bon cuttings as we warmly welcome 
these new businesses to the Orland 
Park community.  Pages 4 and 27 of 
this issue highlight businesses new 
to Orland Park.

Holiday Wishes
On behalf of the Orland Park Board 
of Trustees and the village staff, 
I extend to each of you our best 
wishes for a happy, healthy and safe 
holiday season.

Daniel J. McLaughlin, Mayor
Village of Orland Park
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Village Clerk John C. Mehalek

When is the Next Election?

The next election will be on Tues-
day, March 18, 2014, which is the 
Gubernatorial Primary Election.  
Polls are open from 6 a.m.-7 p.m.

If you answered YES to at least one 
of the above questions, you can 
come into the clerk's office to reg-
ister at Frederick T. Owens Village 
Hall, 14700 South Ravinia Avenue.  
Office hours are Monday through 
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Two 
forms of identification are required 
when registering, one with your 
name and Orland Park address and 

the second with simply your name. 
Voter’s registration only takes about 
10 minutes of your time.

Not sure if you are registered?  Or 
just want to make sure you haven’t 
been taken off the voter rolls?  Visit 
David Orr’s Cook County website 
at www.cookcountyclerk.com. This 
is a very simple way to confirm that 
you are in Cook County's computer 
system.  When you open this web 
page, click on “Your Voter Regis-
tration” and fill in the blanks.  Your 
name, address and precinct num-
ber will then appear.  If your name 
does not appear, there is still time to 
come in to register.  If you don’t have 
access to a computer, please call my 
office at (708) 403-6150 and my staff 
will check for you.

NO MORE EXCUSES …Anyone 
can vote by mail including students 
away at school, business travelers 
and our annual snow birds.  Voters 
do not need to provide an excuse as 
to why they cannot make it to the 
polls on Election Day.  This option 
is called voting by mail.  

Call my office now at 708-403-6150 
to have your name and address 
placed on a confidential database to 
receive a vote by mail application.   
Another option is to visit the Village 
of Orland Park website. Go to “How 
Do I” Help Center and click on Vote 
by Mail. You can then download 
your own application, fill it out and 
mail to Cook County.  All the infor-
mation you will need is on the web-
site.

Homebound?  You are  eligible to 
vote by mail, too!

Orland Park residents who are phys-
ically unable to leave their homes to 
vote can call (708)403-6150 to have 
their names added to a confidential 
database for all elections.  Clerk's of-
fice staff will automatically send you 
a vote by mail application (when 
they become available) before every 
election and instructions for what 
needs to be completed. 

After completing the vote by mail ap-
plication - it is mailed back to Cook 
County, which in turn mails your 
actual ballot to your home address 
or whatever address you include.  
After you complete your ballot it is 
then returned to Cook County in 
a postage paid self-addressed enve-
lope they provide to you.  

The only qualification to receive the 
vote by mail application from my of-
fice is that you must be a registered 
voter and a Village of Orland Park 
resident.  

Here’s wishing you and yours a safe 
and happy holiday season!

If you are :

• A United States Citizen

• Will celebrate your 18th birthday on 
or  before March 18, 2014      

• Recently move from one Orland Park 
address to another or just recently 
moved into the village  

• Changed your name  

• Ever had a problem voting in any 
election  

• Never registered to vote   
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Uncle Julio’s opened it's new restau-
rant on October 7.

 

The new McDonald’s on 179th 
Street also opened in October. 

The Marquette Bank redevelop-
ment at the corner of 143rd and 
LaGrange Road is on its way to 
completion.  Once the new bank 
building is finished, the old bank 
building to the west will be demol-
ished and the other location in the 
Orland Plaza will be vacated.  

Marketing Orland Park

The Village of Orland Park was 
represented at the 2013 Chicago 
Deal Making Trade Show in Octo-
ber at Navy Pier.  This trade show, 
sponsored by the International 
Conference of Shopping Centers 
(ICSC), allows developers, tenants 
and municipalities to market and 
showcase various properties and 
developments.  The village is a 
member of ICSC and markets the 
various available commercial land 
and buildings.  Many of Orland 
Park's recent additions have come 
to fruition through the relation-
ships developed by participating 
and attending the various trade 
shows and events sponsored by 
ICSC.  

Welcome, New Businesses!

Bonefish Grill opened their beau-
tiful new restaurant in September. 
Orland Park is currently their top 
performing location. 

Trustee Kathleen M. Fenton
Development Services & Planning Committee Chair

2014 Business License Inspections 
Begin

Every year, the village and the 
Orland Fire Protection District, 
inspect more than 1200 existing 
businesses in the community.  
These inspections are required to 
be done before the 2014 business 
license renewals are approved.  
Village inspectors look for possible 
code violations and other public 
safety items that could pose a threat 
to the public. 

       YTD 2013 Permits
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shows and more at www.youtube.
com/VillageofOrlandPark.  Be sure 
to subscribe for timely updates.           

Community-Wide Survey
The residents of Orland Park 
have been heard as a result of the 
community-wide survey.  The 
village has and will continue to 
take steps to address the concerns 
and needs of the community. 
The results of the survey can be 
viewed online at www.orlandpark.
org.  Under online services, click 
Citizen's Information Center and 
choose National Citizens Survey.

Twitter                                     
Follow us on Twitter 
at @VillageOrland-
Pk to receive timely 
tweets about events, 
traffic, public announcements and 
more.

Orland Park Television       
Administered through the Village 
of Orland Park Public Informa-
tion Office, Orland Park Televi-
sion welcomes programming and 
announcements from the taxing 
bodies / government agencies that 
serve the Village of Orland Park.

Available to Comcast and AT&T 
U-Verse cable television subscribers 
in Orland Park, and parts of Palos 
Park, Orland Park TV exists to offer 
viewers a high-quality source of 
information about the many pro-
grams and services offered by the 
Village of Orland Park.

Monthly Cable Television 
Show         
The Village of Orland Park's ca-
ble television channel (Comcast 
Channel 4 or AT&T Channel 99) 
makes available a myriad of infor-
mation about village events, local 
organizations as well as the Village 
of Orland Park In-Focus, a regu-
lar show highlighting some of the 
area's interesting topics.

YouTube                                   
The Village of Orland Park is on 
YouTube!  Check out the many vid-
eos featuring local events, our cable 

The Village of Orland Park is 
committed to keeping the public 
informed about local government, 
programs, services, and events in 
the community. 

Ways to Stay Informed  
There are many ways in which 
residents can stay informed about 
happenings in the village, updates, 
village events and more.

Village Website
Our new website has a plethora of 
information available to residents 
in just a few clicks.  Looking for 
meeting dates and times?  Want 
to know what events are happen-
ing around town?  Need a permit 
for construction or tree removal? 
Would you like updates on road 
construction in the area?  All of 
this information and much more is 
readily available on our website at 
www.orlandpark.org.

Facebook     
Did you know 
that the Village 
of Orland Park 
has a Facebook 

page?  Many events, important in-
formation and highlights of people 
in our community are featured on 
our facebook page.

Visit the village's page at Facebook.
com/villageoforlandpark and give 
us a "like" to stay up to date on all 
that's happening.

Trustee James V. Dodge
Mayor Pro Tem/Technology Communication
Community Engagement Committee Chair

Comcast Cable - Channel 4 

AT&T U-Verse - Channel 99 
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to allow the ground to settle and 
fill the voids created by excavating.  
Weather also has a bearing on how 
fast the ground will settle.  Adding 
water (rain, sprinkling) is helpful 
but too much will hinder the pro-
cess by making a mud hole of the 
site.

Remember that the time of year 
when the excavation occurs could 
lengthen the restoration period.  
For example, if an excavation oc-
curs in late fall or early in the win-
ter, the restoration will have to wait 
until spring in order for the frost to 
dissipate.  This allows the ground to 
settle and dry out, making it possi-
ble to level off the site.

Once the excavation site is re-
stored, it is the responsibility of the 
homeowner to water it to ensure its 
growth.

If you have any questions or con-
cerns, call  Village of Orland Park 
Public Works at (708) 403-6350.

To help firefighters should an 
emergency occur, possibly at your 
home, dig a path to the fire hydrant 
in front of your house FROM the 
street.  Dig out around the fire 
hydrant, too.  If firefighters can 
see a hydrant when they arrive at a 
house fire, they can get to it more 
quickly.  

Adopt the fire hydrants near your 
home and be sure that they are 
accessible at all times.

Report Potholes
To report a pothole in the Village 
of Orland Park, please call 708-
403-5010 or sign onto the village’s 
website at www.orlandpark.org. A 
link to the Public Works Depart-
ment’s pothole reporting option 
appears on the opening page.  
Simply provide your name, address 
and phone number as well as the 
locations of the pothole(s), includ-
ing the nearest cross streets.  If the 
pothole is not within the village’s 
jurisdiction, Public Works will 
notify the responsible agency, the 
township, county or state.

Restorations Explained
When a property is damaged 
because of a water main break or 
sewer repair, a common concern 
of the resident is,  “When will it be 
restored?”

The minimal time before resto-
ration begins is approximately three 
(3) months.  This time is needed 

Where did the warm weather go? 
Winter is just around the corner. 

Public Works is prepared for what 
fall and winter weather brings and 
asks that residents do their part in 
maintaining a safe environment for 
all.

It's Raking Season!
Residents are strongly encouraged 
to utilize Waste Management's col-
lection for guaranteed leaf collec-
tion throughout the fall season.  
Please do not rake or blow leaves 
into the street.  

Leaves raked or blown into the 
street can cause stormwater inlets 
to become clogged. Clogged inlets 
do not allow rainwater to drain 
properly and will cause dangerous 
street flooding. Where leaves are 
found to be piled onto the street 
pavement, the homeowner or occu-
pant will be ticketed as appropriate.

Call Public Works with any ques-
tions and/or concerns at (708)403-
6350 or check the village website 
for more information at www.
orlandpark,org.

By working together, we can ensure 
a happy and safe holiday season for 
each and every resident of Orland 
Park.  

When It Snows…
Dig Hydrants Out From the 
Street

Trustee Edward G. Schussler
Public Works and Engineering 
Committee Chair
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holiday lights, extension cords, and 
power strips. 

Collection Sites: 

•	 Recreation Administration 
       14600 Ravinia Avenue
•	 Frederick T. Owens Village 

Hall
      14700 Ravinia Avenue
•	 Franklin Loebe Center
      14650 Ravinia Avenue
•	 Sportsplex 
      11351 W. 159th Street
Contact the Village of Orland Park 
Recreation Department for online 
access information to program 
registration. We can be easily 
reached at orlandrecreation@
orland-park.il.us, 708.403.7275 or 
708.645.7529.

S.T.R.I.K.E.
The village invites all high school 
age residents to join the Supportive 
Teens Responding in Kindness 
Everywhere (S.T.R.I.K.E.) teen 
committee!
S.T.R.I.K.E. meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month from 
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. at the Orland Park 
Cultural Center, 14760 Park Lane.  
For more information, contact 
Kelly Messinger at (708)403-6144.

Winter is fast approaching and the 
Village of Orland Park is planning 
many exciting events and activities.

Our new Winter/Spring 2014 
Recreation Program Guide was 
delivered in the November 27 
Orland Park Prairie. Day camp, 
pool memberships and spring 
programs are included in this issue.
Winter/Spring resident registration 
begins Friday, December 6. 
The Winter/Spring Program 
Brochure is now available for 
viewing online.

What's New at the 
Sportsplex?

New cardio equipment includes 
four new Star Trac treadmills, two 
new True treadmills, and five new 
Life Fitness ellipticals and two new 
Precors ellipticals. 
We now have the capability to view 
cable TV on 24 different pieces of 
cardio equipment.  
The Sportsplex offers a wide variety 
of new and exciting fitness classes 
such as Cross Challenge, Kids Yoga, 
Cardio Reformer Pilates, Triple 
Play which includes Floor Yoga/
Pilates/Fly Yoga, Fitwise for Kids, 
and more.
Corporates rates are available 
for anyone who works in Orland 
Park.  Stop by and get a workout 
in during your lunch break.  Call 
708.645-PLAY.

Winter Wonderland
The Winter Wonderland Ice Rink 
will be open,  weather permitting, 
sunrise to 9 p.m. daily. Bonfires 
every Friday and Saturday night 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Warming House Hours:
Mon– Thurs: 4 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday: 4 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Skate Rentals: $2 Helmets: free. 

Children nine and under must 
have adult supervision and are 
encouraged to wear helmets.

Winter Follies
December 5th, 7 p.m. Turkey 
Bowling-back by popular demand! 
Come out and bowl with a turkey 
for a chance to win…a (frozen) 
TURKEY for your holiday dinner. 
Join us on December 12 at 7 p.m. 
to enjoy cookies, holiday music and 
hot chocolate with Santa! 

January 23, 6:30 p.m.  Bring your 
family, friends, and snowman 
supplies for our snowman building 
contest! Carrot noses will be 
provided. Off-ice activity-weather 
(snow) permitting.

February 6, 6:30 p.m. Ice Challenge 
Night. Join us for a night of on-ice 
skills activities including hockey 
shot, agility challenge, skate relay, 
and more! Prizes will be awarded to 
winners of the activities.  

February 13, 6:00 p.m. Sweetheart 
Skate. Enjoy a night of skating, hot 
chocolate and popcorn with your 
sweetheart! Light-up roses will be 
available for purchase.

Holiday Light Recycling
Broken lights? Don’t throw them 
out, bring them to us. We are 
holding our annual holiday lights 
recycling drive from November 1 
to February 1. We will accept all 

Trustee Patricia Gira
Parks and Recreation Committee Chair
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Beginning this rebate cycle, the 
village is offering applicants the 
option of receiving a credit on 
their water billing account for the 
amount of the rebate as opposed to 
receiving a check in the mail.  
All completed applications with 
the required documents must be 
submitted by 5 p.m. on Friday, 
December 13, 2013.  Checks will be 
mailed to residents in mid-March 
2014.  

Questions may be directed to the 
Village’s Tax Rebate Hotline at 
708/403-3086.

the mail.  Residents are also able 
to bring required documentation 
to Village Hall and village 
staff will electronically submit 
their applications and required 
documentation for them.  
Along with the required 
application, eligible residents must 
include copies of their second  
installment 2012 property tax bill, 
a valid driver’s license reflecting the 
address of the property for which 
they are applying and a current 
utility bill reflecting the address 
of the property for which they are 
applying.  
Those applying online can scan and 
upload copies of these documents 
or take a picture of them with a 
cell phone or tablet. Residents are 
encouraged to adjust their scanner 
settings to ensure that the file is not 
too large to submit electronically. 
Photo quality settings produce 
larger files.
If a resident includes their water 
billing account number on the 
application, they do not have to 
provide a copy of a recent utility 
bill.  

Village Board Approves 2013 
Property Tax Rebate 

The Village of Orland Park Board 
of Trustees recently approved a 
property tax rebate in the amount 
of $2.2 million.  
This amount is a rebate of the 2012 
property taxes paid to the village 
by residents in calendar year 2013.  
Including this recently approved 
rebate, the village will have rebated 
property taxes to residents in nine 
of the last 12 years, in the total 
amount of approximately $32.3 
million. 
Consistent with the last rebate 
cycle, the rebate amount each 
household receives will be 
determined by the total number 
of applicants, as this year’s rebate 
will be evenly divided among 
eligible residents whose submitted 
applications are approved.  Based 
upon the number of approved 
applications last rebate cycle, 
residents can expect a rebate of 
approximately $137.    
The 2013 rebate program began in 
late October with the mailing of 
postcards to all residents within 
the corporate boundaries of the 
village.  The postcard included 
general information about the 
rebate program and the various 
methods available for obtaining 
and submitting applications, as well 
as the application deadline.  
Residents are encouraged to submit 
applications on-line via the tax 
rebate website at www.optaxrebate.
com.   Residents can also visit www.
optaxrebate.com to download 
a printed application and bring 
the completed application and all 
required documentation to Village 
Hall or drop the application in 

Trustee Carole Griffin Ruzich
Finance Committee Chair

Village of Orland Park

2013 PROPERTY 
TAX REBATE

Save time. Rebate online.
www.optaxrebate.com

Mayor Daniel J. McLaughlin
Village Clerk John C. Mehalek

Trustee Kathleen M. Fenton
Trustee James V. Dodge
Trustee Edward G. Schussler
Trustee Patricia A. Gira
Trustee Carole Griffin Ruzich
Trustee Daniel T. Calandriello

Apply beginning November 4, 2013.
Applications due no later than December 13, 2013.

PAPER APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Frederick T. Owens Village Hall 

14700 South Ravinia Avenue
Recreation Administration Building 

14600 South Ravinia Avenue 
Sportsplex

11351 West 159th Street 
Orland Park Public Library

14921 South Ravinia Avenue
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leave items of value in plain view 
every day. If you leave valuable 
items visible in your car, your car is 
automatically a target.

Leave no trace. Don’t leave 
any “sign” that there might be 
valuables “out of sight” in your 

vehicle, such as docking 
stations or connector 

cables. Leave nothing 
in “plain sight” that 
might make your 
vehicle worth 
“investigating” by 
a thief- not even 

loose coins or a CD.  
 

Just leaving an empty 
docking station in plain 

sight, even if you’ve taken the high 
dollar component with you, may 
end up costing you hundreds of 
dollars to replace a broken window 
because the thief wanted to check 
hidden valuables. Very few auto 
break-ins are “random” — the 
thieves see “something” in plain 
sight that’s valuable, or hints of 
possible hidden valuables.

Lock ALL your vehicle’s doors 
even if you plan to be gone for 
only a brief time. Every year, we 
have items stolen from unlocked 
vehicles where the owner was 
only going to be gone “just for a 
second." It’s not at all uncommon 
for thieves to walk down a row of 
parked vehicles and check vehicle 
doors to see if they are unlocked. 
Don’t leave any window open or 
even cracked open, including vent/
wing windows and sunroofs.

Set any alarm or anti-theft 
device. If you have one, use it! 
Many people believe that car-
alarms no longer make a difference, 
but they can be an effective 

deterrent to an auto-burglar, who 
most often chooses the easiest 
target. If they have two cars to 
choose from, one with an alarm 
and one without, they will likely 
burglarize the one without (unless 
you’ve left out valuables just too 
good to ignore!)  
 
Locking your car and setting your 
alarm is just part of the solution. 
Even if locked and alarmed, if 
you leave valuables (or the hint 
of valuables) in plain sight, a 
thief may target your car, even 
knowing it’s locked and alarmed. 
But, without a clear prize in sight, 
a locked/alarmed car will likely be 
bypassed for an easier “target of 
opportunity."  
 
Dark, tinted windows will not hide 
your valuables. Thieves often use 
flashlights to see through tint, and 
after-market tint is handy to keep 
all the broken glass in one “sheet” 
when they break out your window 
(and toss the broken window into 
your back seat or passenger seat to 
hide the evidence of the break-in 
from passersby).  
 
Don’t use “hide-a-keys." Thieves 
know the best places to hide those.

REPORT SUSPICIOUS 
ACTIVITY
If you see suspicious activity, 
report it to the Orland Park Police 
Department at 349-4111 / 911.

AUTO BURGLARY ALERT
The Village of Orland Park has 
seen an increased number of auto 
burglaries.  The majority of the 
burglaries are a result of unlocked 
vehicles.  There have been a few 
that have involved forced entry.

The reported auto burglaries 
have occurred in the 
late evening to early 
morning hours.  
Items taken include 
Ipods, portable GPS 
navigation systems, 
wallets, credit cards 
and laptop computers.

All auto-burglaries generally 
have one thing in common: 
something to steal ... something 
valuable left in the car. And, 
many auto-burglaries are “crimes 
of opportunity.” They could 
have been avoided had simple 
preventative steps been taken.  

Auto-burglary prevention, like 
all crime prevention, involves 
limiting the criminal’s ability 
and/or opportunity to commit 
the crime. With very little time 
and effort, you can make a huge 
difference in your vulnerability to 
auto-burglary.  
 
It generally takes a mere few 
seconds to secure your valuables, 
but it will take only a few seconds 
more for a thief to break in and 
steal valuables left in plain sight.

AUTO-BURGLARY 
PREVENTION TIPS...
 

Don’t leave valuables in your 
car. That sounds like “common 
sense,” but drivers/passengers do 

Trustee Dan Calandriello
Public Safety Committee Chair
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Look closely and you may 
recognize him. 
As a child, he spent countless hours 
wrestling at the Rec Center and 
playing soccer at Schussler and 
Centennial Parks. 
He may never have guessed he 
would be in a position to serve the 
Village of Orland Park as a trustee 
making important decisions that 
affect the citizens of the Village of 
Orland Park?
That is just what happened in 
September when 28-year-old 
Calandriello became the first born 
and raised Orland Park resident 
to become an Orland Park Trustee 
since the seventies.
Calandriello is a product of St. 
Michael School who went on to 
continue his education at Marist 
High School. 
He is a graduate of Marquette 
University, where he served as 
student body president his senior 
year.
He received a law degree from the 
John Marshall Law School, where 
he currently serves on the Alumni 
Board of Directors.
During the day, Calandriello 
is an assistant state’s attorney 
prosecuting criminal offenders in 
the Bridgeview Courthouse.
The newly appointed trustee 
indicated he was honored to be 
chosen to serve the community in 
this capacity. 
“I grew up in this community and 
believe that Orland Park is one of 
the best cities in Illinois and I am 
honored to be part of the group 
of individuals who have worked 
tirelessly to make that happen,” said 
Calandriello.

Village of Orland Park Mayor 
Dan McLaughlin recommended 
Calandriello to fill the open village 
seat in a letter to the board on 
September 6th. 
“I knew Dan when he was in grade 
school with one of my sons and 
remember his extremely upbeat 
positive attitude,” McLaughlin 
wrote. 
“After not seeing or talking with 
him for years, I find he has not 
lost that positive attitude, which in 
itself is noteworthy. After talking 
with him, I find his enthusiasm 
and interest in serving Orland Park 
commendable and one of the many 
reasons I kept coming back to him. 
If we are to continue trying to make 
Orland Park the type of community 
that attracts and retains citizens of 
all ages, we need younger voices 
with new and different ideas on the 
board.”

“Being able to serve the village 
I grew up in and working with 
those who helped make it that way 
is a great honor,” said Calandriello. 
“We all have a special 
responsibility to work to enhance 
the quality of life here in Orland 
Park and I intend to do all I can to 
help meet that responsibility.”
“Not long ago, Orland Park 
was named as one of the best 
places to live in America,” noted 
Calandriello. “That didn’t just 
happen,"noted Calandriello.
"It took a dedicated team of 
officials, who had the vision and 
commitment to make it such. I’m 
honored to be part of that team 
and now it’s time to roll up my 
sleeves to help move our village 
forward.”
Welcome, Trustee Calandriello.

       Getting to Know You

         Meet Dan Calandriello, Orland Park's newly appointed trustee.
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The Village of Orland Park has provided support for 
Operation Support Our Troops America for the past 
10 years. Each week, OSOT America ships 100 to 150 
25 pound care packages to deployed members of the 
military, paying approximately $25 per package in 
postage. 

The mission of this non-profit, 501c3 organization 
is to improve the morale of troops serving in harm’s 
way and supporting returning wounded and military 
families.

“The Veterans Commission has collection boxes in 
the lobby of the Frederick T. Owens Village Hall and 
at the Sportsplex,” said Veterans Commission Chair 
Phil Bell. “We are grateful to the people who have 
contributed for the last ten years, letting our service 
men and women know that we are thinking about 
them back home,” he said.

Orland Park’s Veterans Commission reports that 
Operation Support Our Troops America needs items 
in order to continue to send future care packages, 
especially with the approaching holidays. 

“The response has always been great,” said Veterans 
Commission Secretary Gail Blummer. “We’ve had 
churches, scout groups, families, senior groups and 
individuals contribute to the care package collection,” 
Blummer said.

“The Orland Park Veterans Commission reminds 
everyone that we still have military in Afghanistan 
supporting Operation Enduring Freedom who need to 
know they are not forgotten,” Bell said.

Contributions may be delivered to the Village Hall at 
14700 South Ravinia Avenue and the Sportsplex, 11351 
West 159th Street, when the building lobbies are open. 
Expiration dates should be checked before donating 
items.

Care package items needed include:  

For more information 
or to coordinate an area 
collection, call Gail 
Blummer at 708/403-6203. 
Further information about 
Operation Support Our 
Troops America is available 
at www.osotamerica.org. 

•	 disposable razors
•	 lotion for men (12 oz or less)
•	 tooth paste and tooth brushes
•	 mouth wash (500 ml or less, plastic only)
•	 chapstick
•	 instant hand warmers
•	 over the counter cold medications (no 

liquids)
•	 antacids (rolls or small bottles)
•	 vitamins (C or multi)
•	 cough drops
•	 eye drops
•	 nasal spray
•	 anti-itch or antibiotic cream
•	 Kleenex (purse packets)
•	 individually packaged snacks; Slim Jims/beef 

jerky; nuts/trail mix (20 oz or less)
•	 coffee singles or 1lb bags/cans
•	 individual drink mix packets
•	 crackers (1 lb or less)
•	 jelly (32 oz or less, plastic) 
•	 single serve oatmeal
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Orland Park 2013 Comprehensive Plan

"An enhanced life in a premiere community"

Thank you to everyone who participated in the planning process for the Village of Orland Park's Comprehensive 
Plan. This plan was made possible by the contributions and insights of the residents, business persons, property 
owners, and representatives from various groups and organizations. 
Orland Park has a strong history of planning. As far back as 1892, the founders of our great village began 
planning for a vibrant and hopeful future for what has now grown to become home to over 57,000 residents. 
Orland Park continues to grow and prosper as a community. Most recently, sound planning has resulted in a 
revamped and renewed Downtown Orland Park that is a unique blend of residential, retail and open space in a 
transit oriented development. 
In August, the Village Board adopted a new comprehensive plan for the Village of Orland Park.  The 
comprehensive plan is the village’s long range policy guide for future growth and planning the community.  
Rather than outsourcing the plan to a consultant, village staff completed the document in-house.  This approach 
allowed for time to collect feedback from residents and resulted a more in depth analysis.
A community driven vision paints a broad picture of the village’s future and is the foundation of a successful 
Comprehensive Plan. What is special about Orland Park and how do we enhance that? What is important 
to us as we move forward? How do we address change in the future? Each chapter of the plan includes 
recommendations to guide Orland Park into the future. Orland Park’s vision for the future is for ‘an enriched 
life in a premiere community’ and can be summarized by the phrase ‘Quality Places – Natural Spaces’.
The current plan presents the vision for what the community wants to become along with recommendations to 
achieve that vision. The plan will change over time in a flexible and adaptive manner.  Through this plan, we can 
build on and learn from our history to guide our village to a bright future.
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Quality Places - Natural Spaces 

Memorable places and spaces have a definitive sense of 
place. What is that? Quite simply, it means the quality 
of your experience while in a place. Placemaking 
has become popular to draw out and emphasize a 
community’s sense of place and is defined as “the 
process of adding value and meaning to the public 
realm through community-based revitalization 
projects rooted in local values, history, culture and 
natural environment”. 
So what makes Orland Park unique? The people? 
Vast open spaces? Masonry based architecture? Great 
schools? Shopping and dining? In reality, it is all of 
these things and more. Highlighting and showcasing 
a sense of place specific to Orland Park is critical to 
achieve the Quality Places / Natural Spaces vision. 
The most successful sense of place efforts rely on the 
history and dynamic of the existing community. The 
below list provides a set of guidelines to enhance a 
unique identity for Orland Park. 

Quality Places

1. Focus on a public realm network with a variety of 
functional places and pedestrian and bicycle networks 
that link those places to surrounding neighborhoods 
and centers.
2. Leverage infrastructure, especially roadways, as 
a way to promote a sense of place and reflect the 
character of the surrounding area.
3. Promote design requirements for buildings that 
include masonry based features and an emphasis on 
transparency, rhythm and detailing.
4. Establish a wayfinding and signage system that 
distinguishes between distinct areas, but provides a 
unified Orland Park identity.
5. Consider form based regulation for mixed-use 
districts like Downtown Orland Park, the Regional 
Core and Neighborhood Centers.
6. Preserve and enhance existing neighborhoods and 
successful development patterns.
7. Monitor and implement best practices in planning 
and placemaking.
8. Through public engagement, promote and enhance 
existing neighborhoods' sense of identity.
9. Use historic and culturally significant sites and 
events to develop a design vocabulary for scale and 
architecture of the built environment. 

Natural Spaces
10. Emphasize preservation of natural, cultural 
and historic features. Implement restoration and 
maintenance of natural open spaces.
11. Discourage development of environmentally 
important areas like steep slopes, wetlands, water 
bodies and forested areas.
12. Integrate appropriate natural elements, reflective of 
Orland Park’s history, into all public realm spaces.
13. Increase access to and promote natural spaces 
within and adjacent to Orland Park including the 
Forest Preserve Districts and Open Lands purchases.
14. Utilize green infrastructure practices that create 
naturalized, usable and functional open spaces.

 DRAFT 

Village of Orland Park 
2013 Comprehensive Plan Update 

PLAN COMMISSION REVIEW COPY 
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Comprehensive Plan Chapter Summaries

Land Use, Design & Character
Orland Park must build upon the best assets of the 
community, promote the type of development that 
serves all ages and establish a unique, unforgettable 
and authentic.

Economic Development
Orland Park will continue to be a premiere 
community, a retail and entertainment destination and 
a great place to live. It will also offer more high quality 
employment opportunities, a vibrant downtown and 
an unforgettable sense of place.

Mobility & Access
Orland Park will have a safe, efficient, 
accessible transportation network for all 
users that creates a unique sense of place 
reflective of the community.

Open Space, Parks & Recreation
Orland Park will capitalize on, protect, 
and enhance its natural heritage to create a 
beautiful, sustainable and healthy place.

Community & Culture
Orland Park will facilitate community life 
for all ages through education, arts and 
culture, recreation, an engaging environment, religious 
communities, clubs, healthy neighborhoods, public 
participation and responsive governance.

Sustainability & Stewardship
Orland Park will work to meet the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs.

An old saying among those in the 
planning profession is that if you fail to plan, 

what you are in reality doing is planning to fail. 
Communities are always facing this dilemma. If 

the community you work, play, and live in does not 
have a plan for its future, what ultimately may happen 

is that the community will fail to adapt to change 
and to take advantage of opportunities. The concept 

of comprehensive planning is very much related to the 
economic prosperity of communities. A comprehensive 

plan can be a tool for planning the future growth or 
decline of a local community. Most importantly, a 

comprehensive plan can be used to address the 
constant change and evolution of a community.

(University of Illinios-Extension)

What is Livability?
Defining “livability” is a challenge simply because 

people’s values and priorities are so diverse. However, 
when residents across the region describe their values 

and priorities, certain commonalities of livability emerge. 
Livable communities are healthy, safe, and walkable. Livable 
communities offer transportation choices that provide timely 
access to schools, jobs, services, and basic needs. Livable 
communities are imbued with strength and vitality, features 
which emerge from preserving the unique characteristics 

that give our diverse communities “a sense of place."
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Your input helped draft the Comprehensive Plan
The first public hearing and visioning session was 
held on April 29, 2009 in the Village Hall to introduce 
and discuss the Comprehensive Plan update.  At that 
session, participants completed a SWOT analysis 
(strength, weaknesses, opportunities, threats) that 
influenced the vision of the Comprehensive Plan.  
Over the past 4 years, village staff also conducted 
in depth stakeholder interviews, utilized data 
from the citizen survey and administered separate 
surveys.  Drafts of every chapter were posted on the 
Village website for review, and presented to the Plan 
Commission and Development Services and Planning 
Committees.  The feedback received on the plan 
directly influenced the content of the document.

INTERESTING FACTS 
from the Comprehensive Plan

      •Orland Park is projected to grow 21% from the present 56,767 to 72,000 residents by 2030.
      •Senior citizens comprise 16.4% of the population, a growing segment which is above the state average of 12.2%.
      •The number of children under age 10 decreased by 8.9% from 2000 to 2010.
      •The 11,000,000 square feet of commercial space in Orland Park would fill 21/2 Willis (formerly Sears) Tower or                        
         almost 3 Merchandise Marts.
      •67% of Orland Park homes have no children under the age of 18.
      •Orland Park residents earn an average household income of $96,092.
      •61.9% of Orland Park residents have a college level or higher education.
      •Orland Park students score 20% higher than the state average on reading and math scores.
      •There are over 3,800 restaurants within a 15 mile radius of Orland Park.
      •Since 2000, the Village Open Lands program has purchased 270 acres of land to be preserved.  
      •Orland Park is adjacent to 15,000 acres of Cook County Forest Preserve property.
      •Each day, over 50,000 cars drive through the 159th Street and LaGrange Road intersection.
      •By 2016, estimates indicate that 46% of Orland Park homes will be worth more than $300,000.  Only13% of 
      Orland Park homes were worth more than $300,000 in 2000.  
      •In 2012, Orland Square Mall ranked 6th in sales per square foot of 20 other major malls in Illinois, including 
      malls in Chicago.      
      • 87% of residents indicate that it is essential or very important to make annual investments in municipal
      infrastructure like roads, sewer, and water.
      •Ridership on the Metra Southwest Line has increased by over 50% in the past ten years.
      •The Old Orland Historic District is home to 32 distinct historic buildings, including two that are local icons on
         the National Register of Historic Places.

Orland Park will:
•Facilitate a high quality of life.

•Reflect a unique and dynamic sense of place.
•Inspire residents and visitors.

•Attract private investment and business.
•Foster a high quality built environment, 

enriched by natural open space.

Please take a look at the Comprehensive Plan online at www.orlandpark.org.  As mentioned before, 
the Comprehensive Plan is meant to be a flexible and 'living' document and will be updated to 
reflect new information.  If you have any comments, suggestions, or questions, please contact us at 
developmentservices@orland-park.il.us.
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Still waters run deep,  
but they’re not bottomless.

Help use our resource efficiently.
Did you know… 
The U.S. Supreme Court limits the Illinois diversion of Lake Michigan water?  
This amount will not increase but our population will. Currently Lake Michigan  
provides water to over half of Illinois’ population, around 7 million people.

You can help by…  
installing a WaterSense high efficiency toilet, costing the same as a  
conventional toilet and reducing water use by 20%.

Thanks for doing your part to help ensure that our community 
and region have a clean and reliable water source now and for 
our future generations.  

For more information, visit www.epa.gov/WaterSense.

FY11-0018C

Looking Forward
Economic Development
In August, the Village Board adopted a new Comprehensive Plan for the Village of Orland Park.  The 
comprehensive plan is the village’s long range policy guide for future growth and planning the community.  
We hope you will take a moment to review the Comprehensive Plan online at www.
orlandpark.org.  
Traffic
Numerous traffic and road related projects are underway.  Roadways are being 
widened, connecting roads are being added and the outlook is good for traffic 
alleviation in Orland Park. See page 21 of this issue of the Orland Park Public 
for details and updates of ongoing road work.
Strategic Transportation Plan 
On August 6, 2012 the Village Board approved Gewalt Hamilton Associates 
(GHA) to evaluate and prepare a village-wide strategic transportation plan. Over 
the last year, GHA has collected information, met with staff and prepared the draft 
transportation plan recently distributed to the Village Board for review. 
The intent of the plan is for it to be used as a working document. It will serve as an appendix to the recently 
adopted Comprehensive Plan. The plan highlights transportation issues throughout the village, provides 
strategies to address a wide range of issues and recommends an implementation strategy to help guide the 
village in the upcoming years. 
Safety
The Orland Park Police Department maintains an adequate staff of well-trained police officers that patrols the 
village and responds to calls for service.  Police calls are prioritized to keep response times low.  Additionally, 
the department staffs a community service officer position that provides support in response to service calls 
and other issues where the response of a police officer is not required.   During the holiday shopping season, 
extra patrols are provided throughout the village retail areas and some walking beats are also established in an 
effort to provide for an additional police presence.
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100 Years Young!
Please join us as we wish Orland Park resident Stella Kostelyk a 
very Happy 100th Birthday! Stella was born November 5, 1913, 
in Genoa Junction, WI.  Her family moved to Illinois when 
Stella was a small child.  Her parents were Edward and Nettie 
Lubbers.  They began a "truck farm" at 95th and Wentworth 
serving the far South Side.  

Stella is well known in her church for baking the very best 
homemade bread.   Her hobby is making quilts and Stella 
has made more than 150 of them for others.  In past years,  
Stella would make a stack of patchwork quilts for Roseland 
Christian Ministries.  Each quilt would have a label that said 
"This quilt was made with love by Grandma."  Stella wanted 
each quilt to be given to families with a child that needed a 
blanket from Grandma.  Stella is known for her happy heart.  
She loves her regular visitors, and upon leaving her house, she will 
always say, "Come Again."  Stella has the most wonderful neighbors 
in the Catalina Subdivision. "It is a warm, loving community from the 
Orland Park Christian Reformed Church, located at Catalina Drive and 
Sycamore," said Stella.  

 Happy Birthday, Stella!
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Wacky 
Wednesday!

Attendees were asked 
to wear their wackiest 

outfits for this fun event 
featuring music, dancing, 

ice cream, crafts and 
games!

Great Pumpkin Party 2013

Around Town
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Open Lands 
Golf Outing

More than 100 Orland Park veterans attended the Veterans Commission's 14th Annual Steak Fry on Nov 3 at the 
Orland Park Civic Center. Mayor McLaughlin welcomed the many veterans from all eras, noting the number of 
first time attendees at the event. Korean War Veteran Tony Heim, a Marine from Orland Park, was honored by 
the commission for his being named an Ambassador of Peace by the Korean government in June.

The Village of Orland Park held its annual golf outing on Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at Silver Lake Country 
Club. The outing benefits Open Lands of Orland Park. Mayor McLaughlin created the village's Open Land 
Commission in 1995 to purchase and preserve natural areas and those with unique heritage qualities in the 
Village of Orland Park.

Veterans Steak Fry

Around Town
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Concrete that is removed from the LaGrange Rd. project will be stockpiled, crushed and re-used 
in the construction of the new LaGrange Rd.  The contractor will also have a field trailer and 
equipment storage containers located at the site.  A 6’ high fence with screening will be placed 
along LaGrange Rd and 159th Street.  Ingress and egress points will be located along 159th Street 
and LaGrange Rd.
•Main	line	work	is	ongoing	for	all	three	sections	of	LaGrange	Rd	project.		IDOT	is	continuing	to	
work closely with utility companies to have their facilities relocated in order for the contractor to 
efficiently start and complete the temporary roadway widening.  Once the widening takes place 
traffic will be shifted to the west to make room to build the east portion (northbound side) of 
LaGrange Rd.  Drainage work and retaining wall construction will be taking place throughout all 
three segments.
•Not	all	segments	will	progress	as	fast	as	others	and	therefore	not	all	of	the	temporary	widening	
will be completed concurrently.  Therefore, traffic shifts may be necessary throughout the corridor.  
•The	project	is	scheduled	to	be	substantially	complete	in	2015.
•Temporary	lane	closures	are	permitted	Monday-Friday	except	between	the	hours	of	2:30	pm	and	
6:30 pm and Saturdays between 11 am and 2 pm.  There are not restrictions on Sunday.  During the 
Holiday season – Thanksgiving Day to January 2nd, no lane closures are permitted.
156th Street Extension
•The	roadway	was	completed	and	opened	by	mid-November	2013.		The	village	coordinated	the	
opening of the road with IDOT’s traffic operations personnel. 
•This	connection	will	help	mobility	during	and	after	construction	of	LaGrange	Rd.
•The	improvements	include	one	thru	lane	in	each	direction	with	a	center	turn	lane.		The	project	
includes a multi-use path, water main and drainage improvements.
153rd Street and Ravinia Avenue Traffic Signal Improvements
•The	Village	is	in	the	final	stages	of	the	new	traffic	signal	at	153rd	Street	and	Ravinia.		The	Village	is	
coordinating the power connection with ComEd.  Pedestrian push buttons and signals have been 
installed at this location to assist with pedestrian movements in the area.
•The	intersection	currently	operates	as	an	all	way	stop	control.		With	the	anticipated	increase	in	
traffic due to the LaGrange Rd project the traffic signal will provide the capability to monitor the 
traffic and make the appropriate traffic signal timing adjustments to help in the overall traffic flow 
in the area.
143rd Street and 95th Avenue
•The	construction	of	the	south	leg	of	this	intersection	is	underway.		Substantial	completion	of	this	
project is scheduled for late 2013.  
•This	leg	of	the	intersection	will	provide	access	to	the	new	Marquette	Bank	as	well	as	adjacent	lots	
and businesses such as Giordano’s Pizza.
Strategic Transportation Study
•The	village	recently	completed	its	strategic	transportation	study.		It	will	become	an	appendix	to	the	
recently completed and adopted Comprehensive Plan.  
•The	transportation	study	will	be	a	useful	tool	to	guide	the	village	in	future	transportation	projects.		
It will also be an important document as the village seeks outside funding sources for a variety of 
projects. 
Visit the village website at www.orlandpark.org for project information and updates.  Questions 
regarding the LaGrange Road Project can be directed to the Illinois Department of Transportation 
via its website at www.dot.state.il.us/contact.html.

LaGrange Road Improvement Updates
•Petey’s	Site/	LaGrange	Road	Widening	Staging	and	Stockpiling	Site	–	
Southwest corner of 159th and LaGrange Road.  Approximately 8 acres 
of the property will be used for stockpiling LaGrange Road construction 
material, including but not limited to dirt, asphalt and concrete.  A 
temporary concrete crushing plant will be erected.  
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Orland Park’s top ten snow tips

Village ordinance prohibits parking on village streets once two inches of 
snow have fallen.

Parked vehicles must be kept off of the streets for ten hours after it has 
stopped snowing.

When clearing the driveway, residents should place snow on either side of 
the drive, on the lawn and never in a recently plowed street. This is an ordi-
nance violation and you may be ticketed.

Residents should keep garbage cans and recycle bins from rolling into the 
street on garbage pick up day.

Designate curbs and mailboxes with free stakes available from the Public 
Works Department.

Digging from the street, clear out fire hydrants near your home so that fire 
personnel can easily access them.

Do not clear your driveway at the curbline until the snowplow driver has 
made his last curb pass in front of your residence.

Be patient.  Every storm is different with many variables. Streets may need 
to be plowed more than once.

Communicate with the Public Works Department.  Report any ice forma-
tions on the street so that they can be salted.  Clear the snow from storm 
sewers in front of your home so melting snow can easily drain, preventing 
ice patches.

To ensure mail delivery, residents must clear the snow from around their 
mailboxes after the streets have been plowed.  Mailboxes should be kept in 
good repair and be placed at least one foot behind the curb to avoid damage.

3
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    Winter Weather Readiness

Prevent Winter Weather Freeze Ups

Winter is just around the corner and with it comes 
below freezing temperatures.  Residents would be wise 
to take some preventative steps to avoid some costly 
and aggravating problems.

Hoses and other connections should be removed from 
outside spigots.  Owners of homes that do not have 
"frost proof" outside spigots should, if possible, shut 
off the water supply to the spigot and then open it 

outside, allowing it to drain.

Homeowners with lawn 
sprinkling systems should 
shut off the water supply 
and have the system 
drained or blown out.  If 
your sprinkling system is 

equipped with an external 
RPZ (Reduce Pressure Zone 

Backflow Device), it should be 
removed, the water drained from it 

and stored in a heated area for winter.

When the temperatures become extreme enough some 
underground service lines, interior water lines and 
waste water lines can freeze.  During extreme cold 
snaps, check to make sure pipes that are near exterior 
walls in crawl spaces and basements are protected 
from drafts.

It may help to leave a small trickle 
of water running at a kitchen 
and/or bathroom faucet to 
prevent freeze-ups.  Also, to 
protect them, you may want 
to add some biodegradable 
anti-freeze to floor drains in 
unheated areas.

Public Works Prepared For Snow

Orland Park’s Public Works Department is preparing 
for the winter weather ahead.  The village implements 
its complete Snow Removal/Ice Control Program 
on all streets and highways within the village 
with the exception of state thoroughfares such as 
LaGrange Road and 159th Street; county streets such 
as 108th Avenue and 104th Avenue and township 
and private roads.  For a complete listing of roads 
and jurisdictions, visit the village’s website at www.
orlandpark.org.

Because winter can be trying for motorists, it is 
important to know how snow and ice control is 
accomplished in Orland Park and the need to be 
patient and drive for conditions.  During snow or 
ice storms, allow more travel time and drive with 
extreme care.  Plow drivers are driving on the same 
roads and are subject to the same traffic delays.

It’s Snowing!
An integral part of addressing snow and ice is timing 
and street salting.  It is imperative to call out plow 
crews at the right time.  Too soon and the most 
valuable resources (plow drivers) are used up too 
early – too late and the drivers are playing catch up 
with the storm.  Orland Park’s Public Works and 
Police Departments monitor all winter storms and 
crews are dispatched as soon as possible.

Orland Park categorizes its roads as either main or 
arterial roads (151st Street, Wheeler Drive or 

Ravinia Avenue); collector or primary streets 
(OrlanBrook Drive, Teebrook Drive, 157th 
Street, 88th Avenue or Brookhill Drive); 
secondary or residential through streets such 
as Huntington, Highland or 144th Street 
and cul-de-sac and dead-end streets.  Top 

priority is given to the main or arterial roads 
and streets.  These are the routes that have the 

heaviest year-round traffic and are usually major 
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arteries and collector streets running north/south or 
east/west. These streets are cleared first to move the 
heaviest volumes of traffic.

Let It Snow….
When two to three inches of snow have accumulated 
with more expected, plowing rather than salting is 
the most effective means to clear the roads.  Drivers 
cannot salt streets until they are cleared of snow from 
curb to curb.  Salt does not have an instant impact 
on the road.  Salt needs time to react with the snow 
or ice to melt into a liquid or brine state to work 
effectively.  All streets under the jurisdiction of the 
village will be plowed by Public Works staff with 
occasional assistance from independent contractors 
when needed.  Parking is prohibited on village streets 
once two inches of snow have fallen.  
The Village of Orland Park is able to store more 
than 3,500 tons of salt under a protective cover.  This 
stockpile is adequate for more than half of a normal 
season.  
The first priority is to open the main/arterial roads. 
These arterials as well as the collector streets are the 
key to maintaining a steady flow of traffic since 
most residents live within a few blocks of such 
a road. Crews then concentrate on residential 
streets by making two centerline passes to 
open the road.  Once all roads are open 
and passable, the plows then continue to 
“widen out” all roads by pushing the 
accumulated snow back to the curbline 
and clearing the intersections.  This 
cleanup operation can take up to 48 hours 
depending upon the snowstorm.

Working Round the Clock
Trained crews work around the clock during storms 
to keep the roads open and passable.  Residents 
who notice problems with the condition of village 
maintained streets should call Public Works at 403-
6350.  Remember that the village has more than 500 
lane miles of roads to plow so please be patient - 
clearing that amount takes time. Residents who have 
already called about a legitimate driving hazard need 
only call once.  Public Works responds to all calls.  
However, this takes some time and it is impossible 
for every inquiry to be first.
Calls will be responded to in the order in which they 
are received.  If it is a police/fire/medical emergency, 
dial 9-1-1.

When It Ends
Crews continue to monitor all village streets for icy 
spots and areas where winds have caused drifting 

of snow back onto the roadway.  An application 
of salt is usually applied to all streets so that the 
surface remains drivable.  Crews also clear catch 
basins so that melting snow can drain.  If you see an 
accumulation of snow around a street inlet, please 
help by keeping it clear to avoid ice from forming.

We Need Your Help
Get ready now.  If you do your own snow removal, 
have your tools and supplies ready.  If hiring 
someone, make arrangements early.  It is difficult 
to find someone in the middle of a snowstorm.  
Whether you are clearing snow yourself or hiring 
someone, make sure that snow is placed to the sides 
of driveways and walks and not back into the street.  
Village crews will not come back to clear snow put 
back into the street from driveways or walks.  

The village cannot shovel the plow’s ridges or 
windrows, which is the snow that comes off 

the plow and is discharged to the side 
of the road.  Residents need to wait 

for the snow to be cleared from 
the roads before they clear their 

driveways and walks. Heavy wet snow 
comes off plows in large heavy amounts 

so take your time and be careful when 
clearing the ends of your driveway.  The 

village will not clear snow from residents’ 
driveways nor can crews plow private 

property. 

When winter comes, listen for snow alerts.  The 
media announces approaching storms, giving 

information on school closings, cancellations and 
road conditions.  Public Works will be aware of any 
impending storm and will alert crews before the bad 
weather is due to arrive.  

Remind school-age children of the hazards of 
slippery streets, sidewalks and accumulated snow on 
corners.  Be sure they know to wait for the school bus 
to come to a complete stop before trying to board or 
disembark.  Make sure children stand away from the 
street until the school bus comes to a complete stop.  

Whether you are a resident responsible for clearing 
your driveway or the Public Works Department 
responsible for clearing 500 lane miles of village 
streets, snow removal is time consuming and not 
always enjoyable.  Working together, the Orland Park 
Public Works Department and the community it 
serves can assure a safe and pleasant winter.  Thank 
you for your cooperation. 
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Pride
Mayor McLaughlin presented a Community 
Pride Award to Lynne Donegan for her work 
in recent years to have automated external 
defibrillators (AEDs) installed in schools, 
gyms, sports arenas and other public places, 
and for staff to be trained in their use.
Donegan championed the Colleen O'Sullivan 
Law, named in memory of a family member 
who died at age 30, two weeks after suffering 
an arrhythmia at a Chicago health club in 
2002.

Pam Koebel, veteran Special Olympics Coach, was 
honored by Area 7 Special Olympics with Coach 
of the Year award.  The award was given for Pam's 
"selfless dedication to the athletes and families of 
South Cook/Will counties" from Special Olympics-
Illinois.  We are proud to have Pam working with the 
village Special Recreation team.

V3 Companies of Illinois earned a 
ACEC Special Achievement Award in 
the  2013 Special Projects Category 
for the 143rd Street & LaGrange 
Road Improvement Project.  Lou 
Gallucci, Executive Vice President of 
V3, presented the client award to the 
village.

Pictured are Village of Orland Park 
Infrastructure Maintenance Director 
John Ingram, Mayor McLaughlin and 
Lou Galluci of V3 Companies.
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Pride
A very serious incident was turned around 
when lifeguards and a bystander at the 
Centennial Aquatic Center sprang into action 
to save a 3-year-old boy’s life earlier this 
summer.
At a recent Village of Orland Park Board 
meeting, Village of Orland Park Mayor Dan 
McLaughlin and Village of Orland Park 
Trustees honored the heroes with Lifesaver 
Awards and recognized the actions taken to 
save the child in distress.
Honored were pool patron Dave Bornstein, 
Centenial Park Aquatic Center (CPAC) Squad 
Leader Christie Demas, CPAC Team Leader 
Lucas Fritsch, CPAC Lifeguard Rebecca 
Mallon, Lifeguard Patrick Melaniphy and 
CPAC Assistant Manager Will Seidelmann. 
Also pictured: Ray Piattoni and Nancy Flores 
of the Recreation Department.

Orland Park resident Alex Kowalski, 17, Eagle Scout 
from Troop 318, partnered with local veterans 
organizations and fundraised over $600 at Our Lady 
of the Woods Parish and Saint Michael Church to 
help send packages to deployed soldiers fighting 
in Operation Enduring Freedom-Afghanistan.  
Kowalski was honored with a Community Pride 
Award in recognition of his accomplishments.

Mayor McLaughlin and the Board of 
Trustees presented Community Pride 
Awards to Terry and Alex Broadhurst, 
local hockey standouts who are playing 
minor league hockey in the Chicago 
Blackhawks organization. 
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35th Annual Orland Open Spelling Bee
Dr. Bill Smith organized the first Orland Park Open Spelling Bee in 1979. “We started the 
contest in 1979 at the Presbyterian Church in Orland Park,” said Smith, retired school 
superintendent of Alsip School District 126. “I was the first caller,” he added.

More than 80 spellers signed up to compete in the bee held at the Orland Park Civic 
Center.  All were welcomed by Mayor Dan McLaughlin and judging the contest were 
Trustess Pat Gira and Ed Schussler and Village Clerk John Mehalek.

Brian Sullivan, of Orland Park, spelled his way to the top to win the spelling bee.  
Sullivan correctly spelling “ukulele” and “tsunami” for the win.

Runner-up was Tracy Brockmeier, of Chicago,  and in third place was Steve Lange, of 
Orland Park.

“This is a great event that has become an important part of the village’s history,” said 
Orland Park Mayor Dan McLaughlin. “We are grateful to Dr. Smith for the passion he shares 
for this event, for having organized it for the last 35 years and for all that he does to promote a great hometown 
contest,” the mayor said.

Trophy winners in the ages 8 to 10 category were Michael Trombetta, High Point School, Orland Park, first place; 
Olivia Sears, Incarnation School, Crestwood, second place; and Adele Szaflarski, Centennial School, Orland 
Park, third place.

The Junior High winner was Indya Gettings, of Huth Middle School, Matteson. Meghana Kamineni, Lockport 
Junior High, Lockport, took second. Mehmood Hayear, of Montessori School, Lemont, took third.

The High School winner was Christian Perez, of Argo High School. Jeffrey Hall, Palatine High School, took 
second. Matthew Brennan, Andrew High School, finished third.

Amy Goebel and Margie Burnett, of The Presbyterian Church, conducted the spelling bee.

Welcome New Businesses

Century 21 Affiliated made the move to Orland Park in 
October.   They are located at 15812 S Wolf Rd.  Please 
join us in welcoming Century 21 Affiliated to the 
neighborhood!

Bonefish Grill, at 15537 S. LaGrange Road is already 
a neigborhood favorite after recently opening their 
fourth Illinois location in Orland Park.  They join 
LongHorn Steakhouse, Chick-fil-A, Red Robin 
Gourmet Burgers and Jersey Mike's in the Lowe's 
outlot.  See page 4 of this issue for more new 
businesses.
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The Southwest Conference of Mayors nominated 
Mayor McLaughlin and he was awarded the Moraine 
Valley Community College Stars of the Southwest 
Suburbs  2013 Business Champion Award for 
Excellence in Government.
“I am honored to receive this award and be included 
with some extraordinary recipients, including Priscilla 
Steinmetz of the Bridge Teen Center.  I am humbled 
by the nomination,” said Mayor McLaughlin. “The 
honor can only be attributed to the exemplary 
teamwork by the Village of Orland Park staff as well as 
the entire community.” 
The Excellence in Government Award was presented 
to Mayor McLaughlin for progressing the village 
economically, environmentally, culturally, socially, 
and recreationally.  McLaughlin has attracted a 
number of new businesses to the village, created the 
Residential Rewards Program, Ninety7Fifty on the 
Park Project, the Taste of Orland Park, and many 
other events. Under his leadership, ‘…the village 
has grown and maintained its vitality and low crime 
rate,” according to the announcement by the Moraine 
Valley Community College’s Corporate Community 
and Continuing Education subdivision.
The Village of Orland Park remains on the forefront 
in preserving the environment. In an attempt to 
preserve open spaces, Mayor Dan McLaughlin 
instituted the Open Lands Fund.  Since 2000, the 
Open Lands Program has purchased 270 acres of land 
to be preserved with the simple goal of improving 
the quality of life in Orland Park by increasing 

the amount of open space for present and future 
generations.
Under McLaughlin’s leadership for the past nine of 12 
years, the Village of Orland Park has rebated a portion 
of the village’s property taxes to residents. The total 
amount rebated to Village of Orland Park residents 
from 2003 to 2012 was just over $30 million.
“Dan McLaughlin continues to show excellent 
leadership in the Orland Park community as mayor 
and within the Southwest Conference of Mayors 
through his efforts and contributions,” said Palos Hills 
Mayor Gerald Bennett, President of the Southwest 
Conference of Mayors. 

 “As a member of the Southwest Conference of Mayors, 
Mayor McLaughlin has greatly contributed to the 
sustainability of the southwest suburbs by working 
with the conference members on numerous issues 
including, but not limited to, transportation, economic 
development, environmental and legislative,” remarked 
Victoria Smith, executive director of the Southwest 
Conference of Mayors.  
McLaughlin also 
represented both 
the Southwest 
Conference of 
Mayors and the 
South Suburban 
Mayors and 
Managers 
Association on 
the Regional 
Water Supply 
Group of CMAP 
(Chicago 
Metropolitan 
Agency for 
Planning).

Orland Park Mayor Daniel J. McLaughlin presented 
with Moraine Valley 2013 Business Champion 

Award
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1. Don’t feed any wild animals such as raccoons or deer, which encourages coyotes 
as well. Garbage should be stored in secure containers. Do not put meat scraps in 
compost piles.

2.  Remove bird feeders and outside pet food containers. Coyotes will prey upon small 
mammals that are attracted to birdseed and pet food.

3. Don’t allow pets to run free and keep a watchful eye on them. Walk dogs on a leash, especially at night. Keep 
cats indoors at all times. Do not let pets out at night unless accompanied by a person. Don’t leave cat or dog food 
outside.

4. Provide secure shelters for poultry, rabbits, or other outside pets.

5.  Clear wood piles, brush piles and other potential cover for coyotes. Secure garbage in areas where coyotes 
can’t access it; keep yards clean of refuse and brush.

6. Don’t leave small children outside unattended.

7. Reinforce the coyotes' natural fear of humans by turning on outside lights, making loud noises, throwing 
rocks and so forth. Be aggressive in your actions. Although the response may not be immediate, eventually the 
coyotes will flee.

8. Consider fencing your yard. 

9.  Another important thing to remember about coyotes is that they are most active in the dawn and dusk hours.

10.  Encourage your neighbors to follow the same advice.

Top Ten Tips for Coyote Safety
There has been an increase in coyote occurrences within our community.  See below 
for advice on dealing with a possible situation as well as tips that will help discourage 
coyote presence on your property.

Emerald Ash Borer
At the start of the Emerald Ash Borer infestation, the village had an inventory of nearly 9,000 
parkway ash trees.  The village has removed almost 2,500 trees to date.   
Three Things to Know About Ash Tree Removal/Replacement Program (ATRRP):
1.  Because of the Emerald Ash Borer beetle infestation, the village is managing a program 

that mandates the removal of our inventory of nearly 9,000 parkway ash trees.  These trees 
must be removed before they deteriorate to the point of posing a danger to resident safety and 

property. We are asking that resident please be patient as we assess these deteriorating trees to 
determine where resources should be directed to remove the most hazardous trees first. Understanding the 
importance of maintaining community, parkway and neighborhood aesthetics, the Village of Orland Park will 
be replacing nearly all of the trees that are being removed. 
2.  The large volume of ash trees being removed also translates to a large number of replacement trees that will 
be installed.    To provide a diverse cross section of trees and minimize the impact of a single species failure, 
several varieties of trees are being planted.  Because of the logistics involved with planting such a large number 
of trees combined with the short planting seasons, it is not feasible to provide individual selection.  As with 
existing parkway trees, residents are responsible for the trees once they are planted in the parkway/ village right-
of-way.  Certified arborists have labored to select those tree species that are less prone to disease and those that 
are visually complementary to the village’s overall scenic appearance.
3.  Residents have the right and are encouraged to remove their diseased ash trees and even plant their own 
replacement trees while complying with village codes and landscape requirements. We understand that many 
residents are not interested in paying out-of-pocket costs associated with the removal and replacement of 
parkway trees, which makes the Ash Tree Removal/Replacement Program an ideal initiative.  If a resident has 
any questions regarding the Ash Tree Removal/Replacement Program please email us at publicworks@orland-
park.il.us or call us at 708-403-6350.
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Weekly Recycling Began November 4th

Weekly recycling service for residents of the Village of 
Orland Park began the week of November 4 with trash 
collection continuing on a weekly basis.

As part of the new ten-year contract approved by 
the village and Waste Management in June, village 
residents will receive increased recycling service with 
collection every week. The gray containers, issued at 
no additional cost to each household, are designated 
for trash materials, and the blue carts remain for 
recyclables. 

“Increasing the recycling collection was a key part of 
the new agreement,” said Mayor Dan McLaughlin. “In 
addition to the increased recycling service, the new 
refuse carts provided by Waste Management will result in a cleaner community and eliminate the residents’ need 
to purchase their own refuse carts.”
Residents are reminded that their refuse, recycling and yard waste should be placed at the curb by 6a.m. on their 
day of collection. 
There will be no collection service on six designated holidays including New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. If a scheduled collection falls on a holiday 
or the day after, collection will be delayed one day. 
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Orland Park Named “Village of the Year” by 
Builders Association

The Village of Orland Park has been named “Village of 
the Year” by the Home Builders Association of Greater 
Chicago (HBAGC), which lauded Orland Park for its 
community planning, growth and development.
“This is a tremendous honor for Orland Park,” 
said Mayor Dan McLaughlin. “For the village to 
be recognized for its planning and development is 
wonderful. To be the first community ever named 
“village of the year” is outstanding."
In its assessment of the Village of Orland Park, 
the association cited seven criteria that made the 
community stand out. Among them were the 
Ninety7Fifty luxury apartment development, the Build 
Orland Park Program that promotes residential 
housing, a significant increase in senior housing 
in the community as well as commercial and retail 
development. HBAGC also lauded Orland Park 
for the village’s 100% transparency index rating, its 
focus on infrastructure improvements that include 
pedestrian friendly access and the village promoting 
itself through social media and citizen engagement.
The Home Builder Association of Greater Chicago’s 
Key Awards recognize excellence in housing design, 
architecture, interior merchandising, landscaping, 
landscape architecture and remodeling. 
Other recognition is given for innovation and 
creativity through the Crystal Key. 
“The Key Awards, over the years, have honored 
developments, builders, architects, homes, apartments, 
etc. We have never honored an entire village,” said 
HBAGC Vice-President Patrick Coveny, President/
Owner of Arch Construction Management, Inc.
“We surveyed the Chicago area to find a village that 
met the criteria of promoting development, growth 
and community planning --- a village that understood 
how to balance housing and commercial development 
and a municipality that created incentives for builders 
to complete projects in their towns,” Coveny said.
“Orland Park has a strong history of planning, dating 
back more than 120 years when the village’s founders 
first mapped out the community,” McLaughlin said. 
“More recently, the comprehensive plan that the 
village follows guides future growth and planning.  
This helps us make sound decisions that make Orland 
Park a prime location for residential and commercial 
developments.”
“Orland Park showed us what they’ve been doing 
for the last few years and we wanted to honor a 
community that we thought was doing it right --- 

“The Key Awards, over the years, 
have honored developments, 
builders, architects, homes, 

apartments, etc. We have never 
honored an entire village."

          Patrick Coveny, HBAGC Vice-President 

promoting growth, creating a vibe that attracts all sorts 
of development --- commercial, residential and multi-
family,” Coveny said.
“Orland Park has a vision and a strategic plan for 
a variety of housing and quality of life that puts its 
citizens first, all this while going through and coming 
out of a major recession,” Coveny added. “This award 
should be a model for other municipalities to follow.”
McLaughlin accepted the award on behalf of the village 
at the HBAGC November 15th Key Awards Dinner in 
Arlington Heights.
The not-for-profit Home Builders Association 
of Greater Chicago (HBAGC) was founded in 
1939 and is a trade association representing more 
than 2,000 members involved in home building, 
remodeling, design, housing finance, building product 
manufacturing and other segments of residential 
construction. It is the oldest affiliate of the National 
Association of Home Builders whose headquarters are 
in Washington, D.C.
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Orland Park Mayor Dan McLaughlin handled the 
introductions and greeted visitors.  The presentation 
began with a history of Orland Park, included a tour of 
the LEED Gold Certified police facility and ended with 
a tour of the village.

From China to Orland Park...
A delegation from the Guangdong Province of China visited Orland Park in late September.  Their intention was 
to learn how Orland Park attracts, grows and retains business while being environmentally responsible.

The Guangdong Province delegation were treated to a 
performance by Carl Sandburg High School's Pop 
Acapella choir 'Eloquence' at the onset of their visit.
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Local Talent
Orland Park Theatre Troupe Performs Local Playwright’s Work

The Village of Orland Park Theatre Troupe’s holiday show has special meaning this year as the group is 
performing an original play written by one of its own. “A Simple Miracle” was written by longtime troupe 
member Bryan Riess of Orland Park.
“I started writing the show back in 2011,” Riess recalled. “I was 
thinking of a holiday show that would be fun to do but it took a good 
year, on and off, to complete it with revisions being made all the way 
up until August of this year,” the writer said.
Riess first joined the village’s troupe in 2010. “I performed theater for 
years and took a long break before finding a home with Frann and the 
group,” he recalled. Riess is also in his fourth season with the village’s 
Orland Park Comedy Improv Team, “No Limit Laughs.” 
“A Simple Miracle” takes place on Christmas Eve with the holiday 
anything but festive as two brothers learn that the inn they operate is 
being sold. A blizzard traps a cast of characters, including an angel, at 
the hotel, making for an interesting sequence of events.
An accomplished writer, Riess graduated from Elmhurst College with a 
double major in communications and English with a minor in theater. 
His first book was published by Publish America and his second book 
was published as an e-book with Borders Books. Riess’s 1995 play, 
“Here Comes the Bride,” was performed at Elmhurst College and 
he has two published novels available on Amazon.
Riess wrote “A Simple Miracle” with Orland Park’s theatre 
troupe in mind, noting, “I always wanted to perform it here 
and I designed the set with the Civic Center in mind, keeping 
everything simple and within our resources.” 
Describing what it’s like to see his work performed, Riess said, 
“There is a surreal aspect to the whole thing. It’s easy to sit and 
write the words on a computer but to see the actors saying them 
and moving around is a completely different experience.”
“Hearing cast members laugh at the jokes is very satisfying,” Riess said. “On the flipside, it makes me very 
nervous. What I think is a good story, others may not. What I think is a great joke or funny line, others may not. 
There’s a lot of stress involved when it’s so personal,” he said, smiling.
Along with serving as assistant director, Riess appears in the show as Jack.
“Jack is our hero but he has a long road to travel before he can save the day,” Riess explained. “He is thrown into 
a situation that he’s unprepared for and is surrounded by problems. Jack struggles between what he wants and 
what is right. These are the struggles that the audience rides along with to drive the story,” he said.
Along with Riess, Orland Park residents appearing in the show include Camille Auskalnis, Emma Bohren, Ann 
Burns, Alexandra Callewaert, Maxwell Callewaert, Sophia Carroll, Rose Foley, Grace Kane, Allison Kazlauskas, 
Joanna Leafblad, Mollie McCormick, Dan McMillan, Jessie Moyar, Mary Tuminello and Taylor Villa. The cast 
also includes Gianna Ardolino (Tinley Park), Hannah Belair (Orland Hills), Rudy Chavez (Oak Lawn), Jim 
Mazeika (Burbank), Joe Nowinski (Chicago Ridge), Jamie Nowinski (Chicago Ridge) and Jessica Pyrkowski 
(Alsip).

Bryan Riess, of Orland Park, wrote this year’s Village 
of Orland Park Theatre Troupe holiday production, 
“A Simple Miracle.” Riess is a member of the village’s 
comedy improv team and has appeared in a number 
of village theater productions. Performances are 
December 13-15 at the Orland Park Civic Center. For 
more information, call the Recreation Department at 
708/403-7275.
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FREDERICK T. OWENS 
VIllagE Hall
14700 South Ravinia Avenue 
(708) 403-6100

Monday-Friday • 8am -5pm 
Cashier • Open until 7pm 1st & 3rd 
Mon

www.orlandpark.org

ORlaND PaRK CIVIC 
CENTER 

WIllIam R. VOgEl 
mEmORIal
14750 South Ravinia Avenue 
(708) 403-6200

ORlaND PaRK POlICE 
DEPaRTmENT 
15100 South Ravinia Avenue 
(708) 349-4111 (non emergency)

Dial 9-1-1 for police, fire or 
ambulance service in the Village of 
Orland Park.

PublIC WORKS 
DEPaRTmENT
15655 South Ravinia Avenue  
(708) 403-6350 

PACE Bus Service  
(708) 403-6355

IllINOIS SECRETaRy OF 
STaTE SaTEllITE DRIVER’S 
lICENSE FaCIlITy
Board Room of the Village Hall 
1 (800) 252-8980

Monday through Friday  
9am to 5pm

Address/Name Changes Vision 
Tests

State Identification Cards Plate 
Stickers

RECREaTION DEPaRTmENT
Recreation Administration 
14600 South Ravinia Avenue 
(708) 403-PARK

Franklin E. Loebe Recreation Center 
14650 South Ravinia Avenue

Village of Orland Park Sportsplex 
11351 West 159th Street 
(708) 645-PLAY

Cultural Arts Center 
14750 Park Lane 
(708) 349-1402

Robert Davidson Center 
14700 Park Lane 
(708) 403-6361

Inclement Weather Hotline 
(708) 403-6290

Call for field conditions and to learn 
if outdoor practices, games and 
programs are canceled or changed 
because of inclement weather.


